The Owner’s Manual, Volume Il—What Maimonides Midse
Chapter 12

Learning From Experience

Love—arguably the only thing God wants from us—ydtb very nature a
bizarre and intangible entity. It's a matrix thatsts between two beings.
Yahweh, being “One,” could therefore not particgat a loving relationship
until He created us. That is, His very nature, tfat loving God, could not be
meaningfully manifested until there was somethowgard which He could
express that love, and that “something” had ttkeeHimin a way: alive,
animate, aware, and, if I'm right about this, cdpadf loving Him. It was thus an
act of pure love when Yahweh created space-timéemanergy, and organic
life, for those things are prerequisites for ouygbal existence, and more to the
point, for our ability to reciprocate His love.

For two beings to love each other, they must hagesame nature. That is, an
animal can love another animal because they batbgss souls, the attribute of
“life” expressed in Hebrew as tmepheshSo a man can love a dog or a horse,
andvice versabut he cannot “love” a sunset or a job or a notcle. But
Yahweh's nature is spiritual (Hebreruach See John 4:24). Consequently, for a
man to be able to love God, he must have a sgintall as a soul. We read in
Genesis 2:7 that Yahweéhreathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became
a living being.” The word translated “breath of life” is neitheephesmorruach—
neither soul nor spirit. It'@eshamabhilt is this attribute, exclusive to the human
race since it was bestowed on Adam, that distitgasisnan from other animals
with souls, for it allows him to havespiritual naturein addition to his mortal
life. Man is thus uniquely equipped to dwell in atnix of love with his Creator—
something no mere animal can do. Blaise PascaBf1682), the French
mathematician, physicist, and philosopher, wrote€efe is a God-shaped vacuum
in the heart of every man that cannot be filledahy created thing, but only by
God, the Creator, made known through Jesus.” Tlagpetty fair description of
theneshamahif you think about it.

This matrix of love is ephemeral and elusive. Itstroe offered freely—even
unconditionally—or it morphs before our very eyet®isomething else: an
inducement, a bribe, a subtle form of pressure. ikntlist be accepted on the
same terms, or once again it changes imperceptitdysomething that is not love
at all. Love can be desired, but not acquiredatt lbe given, but not forced upon
its object. It can be offered, but not delivergd:an be accepted, but not seized.
Love cannot be bought, sold, bartered, or cajdtethnnot be earned, coerced, or
programmed. It can only be freely given and voluhtaeceived.
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Returning someone’s offering of love requires cheidree will—for without
it, love degenerates into something less, suchyadty, fidelity, gratitude,
politeness, or obedience. Therefore, as strangesasnds, in order for the
concept of love to have any meaning whatsoeverugt be possible—even
permissible—notto love. Angels, apparently, do not have this capaThey are
created spirit beings who function like soldiersit nature is to do what the
Commander says to do, and if they rebel (for liksadiers, theydo have the
capability of disobedience, though not the privilgghey will be punished, sent
to the brig, as it were. When an angel does whaiwéh commands, he is
demonstrating loyalty and obedience, not love. Aonversely, if the angel rebels
and becomes a demon, he is not showing a lackvef technically, he is “only”
being treacherous and defiant. We humans, on tiex band, have a choice: we
may reciprocate God’s love or not—it's our decisiomlike the angels, when we
obey God’s precepts (if we're doingbiecausehey’re His precepts), we're
demonstrating our love, for it is our prerogatigegnore Him if we want to.

At this point, people steeped in conventional Glastheology think they’'ve
spotted a glaring flaw in my logic. What about A€dh sure, we have the God-
given right to ignore Him and refuse to reciprocétis love, but if we do, He'll
consign us to an eternity of torment in hell filgmme choiceWe must ask
ourselves (in the undying words of the serpenh&Garden), “Has God indeed
said this?” Hedoesspeak of everlasting affliction in hell for Satamd his
followers. But for those who simply fail to love Naeh, the scriptures speak not
of punishment but rather destructionof becomingnothing, of ceasing to be.
What's the difference? “Hell's torments” and “destiion” sound equally bad,
you may be thinking. But they’re not. One who igsttoyed™no longer exists
someone in this state cannot, by definition, sufernal torment.” One Hebrew
word used to describe this state (unfortunatelysiated “corruption”) ideliy,
which actually means nothingness—it is the wordniegation, literally: “no, not,
or without.” This isn’t heaven, I'll grant you, but comparison with hell's eternal
waking torment, it is the most tender of merciesath is not remotely the same
thing as damnation.

Hell, it turns out, is reserved for those wir@ventothersfrom choosing to
reciprocate the love of Yahweh, a group cotermineitis those who have been
indwelled by demonic spirits in the same way baisware indwelled by
Yahweh'’s Holy Spirit. They're “born from below” age are “born from above.”
Those slated for destruction or “nothingness,” bgtcastaren’t born at allin a
spiritual sense. Theireshamahliemains an empty vessel, a “vacuum” inhabited
by no god of any shape, true or false. It's onegho choose to pass up a good
thing yourself. Yes, it's a waste, a squanderingaiential blessing, but at least
it's your blessing you're throwing away—it’s your decisigoour prerogative. It's
something else entirely to force, trick, or othemsvseek to prevent other people
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from experiencing that good thing for themselveskig available to mankind
the choice to love Him was Yahweh'’s whole pointigating us. As we saw in
the previous chapter, God considers it murderwaththe loving relationship He
has offered to us. And spiritual murder is a cagitane. If somebody offered to
give you a million dollars, but you, whether outsofspicion, pride, or apathy,
told him to go away and leave you alone, your nedgpoverty could not logically
be blamed on your would-be patron. It might, howelse blamed on a third party
who talked you out of accepting the free gift.

Yahweh obviously wants us to obey Him, but it'sieshy up to us—there’s no
pressure, bribery or inducement for acquiescemmethmeats for noncompliance.
There areconsequence®f course. We reap whatever we sow. But Yahwedsdo
not demand that we plant wheat instead of opiunpjgsp He merely points out
what can be expected to thrive in this soil we balhan life, and what will best
nourish us after the harvest. The point is thahwmans are creatures imbued
with choice: love God or not, obey Him or not, trksm or not. The only real
penalties associated with our failure to love, qlaay trust Him are intrinsic in
the act of rebuffing our Benefactor. As we havensbeoughout our study of the
Torah, this “Owner’s Manual” of God'’s is there faur benefit, not His ego. He
told us these things so that we might, througlofalihg His precepts, enjoy
happier, healthier lives, both physically and s$paily. His only motivation for
issuing these instructions was that He loved us.

So we should not be surprised to find that the gitezs” for noncompliance
are usually built in, not added on. (For exampligncaugh there is a penalty
imposed for murder, the “penalty” faot enforcing this penaltg the gradual
unraveling of society. It's inherent in the natofanjustice. It's a “natural law.”)
If you insist on eating pigs, don’t blame Yahwehentyou contract trichinosis. If
you marry your sister, don’t blame God if your dnén are plagued with
hereditary diseases brought on by dredging receggnes to the surface. If you
refuse to honor Yahweh in your public institutioden’t blame Him when your
civilization degenerates into chaos and despayoufrefuse to keep the Sabbath,
don’t blame Yahweh when the Day of Judgment snapksn you like a thief in
the night. Because He loves us, He told us evergtive need to know
concerning life and godliness. It's not God'’s fabtilve choose to ignore His
truth.

It bears repeating: history is a stern schoolmakltere do not learn its
lessons, we will flunk out and have to repeat thex Solomon, bemoaning the
vanity, the emptiness, of man’s labors under thre glentifies the reason for our
spiritual frustration: we don’t remember the lessohthe past. We refuse to learn
from experience. We choose ignorance over wisddimt which has been is what
will be, that which is done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun. Is
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there anything of which it may be said, ‘See, this is new’? It has already been in ancient
times before us. There is no remembrance of former things, nor will there be any
remembrance of things that are to come by those who will come after.” (Ecclesiastes 1:9-
11) So his counsel, after all was said and dons,tovaemember what God had
told us.“Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days
come, and the years draw near when you say, ‘| have no pleasure in them.”” (Ecclesiastes
12:1)RememberChoose to learn from the experiences, insiginis,ravelations
Yahweh has recorded in His word, for His counseéfage against the insanity
of the lost world. Remember your Creator now; hidesdprecepts “before the
difficult days come.” Make no mistake: thage coming.

REMEMBER WHAT GOD HAS DONE AND SAID

(888) Know that Yahweh chastises us when we need cametRemember what
Yahweh your God did to Miriam on the way when you came out of Egypt!”
(Deuteronomy 24:9) The story of “what Yahweh didMmiam” is
recorded in Numbers 12. In a nutshell, Miriam (tky Aaron, who, we
get the feeling, never instigated anything in msre life, goodor bad)
criticized Moses for marrying a black woman, anigran. We are not
told if his first wife, Zipporah (a Midianite, frorNorthern Arabia) had
died, or if this new wife was taken in additionhter. | would guess it was
the former, since we read of no similar objectiotged by either
Zipporah or her father Reuel/Jethro, both of whoaneakknown to speak
their mind. Zipporah would have been over sixtyrgedd at this time.
We last see her in the Biblical record, perhapsyears before this point,
in Exodus 18, so it's hard to know for sure whad happened. But in any
case, God had not outlawed polygamy, nor wouldTHes leads me to
conclude that Miriam’s criticism was racially maied.

Yahweh had nothing to say either way about Mo’®sdanarriage.
His issue was that someone would have the temergpeak against His
chosen prophet—nay, more than a prophet: Moseshieappinted out, a
servant who wa$faithful in all My house; | speak with him face to face [not in
dreams and visions, like ordinary prophgdggn plainly, not in dark sayings.”
(Numbers 12:7-8) Yahweh, though angry with Miridradn’t lost His
sense of humor. It was as if He said, “You say gon't like black skin,
Miriam? Okay, | aim to please”And when the cloud [the Shekinah] departed
from above the tabernacle, suddenly Miriam became leprous, as white as snow.”
(Numbers 12:10) This, of course, meant that shddvoe ostracized from
the congregation of Israel, forced to live outdite camp. No more lofty
status for her; no more of the perks that came lgihg the big sister of
the guy who ran the whole country. A horrified aegentant Aaron, not
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knowing what lay in store for him, pleaded with Mego intercede for
their stricken sister, which Moses did. And Yahvdihas His servant had
requested, though He gave Miriam seven long dagsl@ser in which to
contemplate her sins.

And what are we to learn from this? First, and nbastically, Yahweh
is not reluctant to chastise us—His own children-ewkve need His rod
of correction. In my long experience, His punishireways fits the
crime—neither too harsh nor too lenient—and nateigfiently, it's just as
poetic as it was here. Modern Christians who dbelteve in corporal
punishment should be aware that Yahweh Himself ingesnstruct and
guide us. Second, we need not defend our statssraants of God (if that
is indeed what we are). Yahweh is the One who eatés us. For our
part, we should endeavor to be as Moses was dedcfiery humble,
more than all men who were on the face of the éarttird, the incident
happened when they were “on the way...out of Egyftdt is, if you're
still living “in the world,” don’t expect to feel @d’s rod of correction
across your backside. It's only when you leaveviien you begin your
journey toward the Promised Land—life under Yahwedovereignty—
that you are ready for His guidance. Rememberddeauis useless as long
as the ship is tied up at the dock; it can onlgrséevessel that’'s moving.

Recognize God’s tests for what they. &Aad Yahweh spoke to Moses and
Aaron, saying, ‘Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that | may
consume them in a moment.’ Then they fell on their faces, and said, ‘O God, the

God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and You be angry with all the
congregation?’” (Numbers 16:20-22) For some people, it doesn’tenat
how humble you are. If God exalts you, they're gadio resent it and
covet your status before Him. Such was the cade Mitiam, as we just
saw. And now, in Numbers 16, we have a similar, thle story of Korah’s
intended coup. It's a classic confrontation betweam’s ways and God’s.
We begin with bloodline: Korah was a Levite of titmuse of Kohath (the
same clan as Moses and Aaron). If the Kohathitetéswere to be the
leaders, he figured, why Moses, and not him? Agparting cast,
Korah’s two main cohorts were Reubenites, thadescendants of Jacob’s
firstborn. (That ought to entitle them some addex$fige, according to
human wisdom.) But Korah didn’t stop there: he rrextuited two
hundred and fifty of the leading men of Israeldinng so, he figured he’'d
wrapped up the “electoral college.” If this had in@edemocracy, Moses
would have been a lame duck, except for one snagdlildin the immortal
words of John Knox, “A man with God is always ir timajority.”
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Moses, who remembered his sister’s little mutimgw this couldn’t
end well. So he devised a test whereby God mighmioastrate whom He
had chosen to be the leader: all of Korah’s twodned and fifty “elders”
were to present censers with incense. If Yahwetctsd them, their
smoke would rise toward heaven, but if only Aarade, then he and
Moses would have been revealed (again) to be theechleaders. Simple
enough, but it never got that far. The rebels gath&gether not only the
two hundred and fifty, but the whole congregatiomélp them intimidate
Moses and Aaron. This is where our current preceptes in: Yahweh
now says, in effect, “That’s it. I'm going to wipleem all out and start
over. You two may not want to be standing so cld$es is going to get
ugly.”

Moses and his brother recognized the threat ast,cated immediately
pleaded with God to consider His own characteusaGod, One not
willing to destroy the righteous with the wicked the challenge was
changed: if Korah and his big shots lived happigreafter (or even died a
normal death) thethat was to be the sign that Yahweh had not chosen
Moses.“But if Yahweh creates a new thing, and the earth opens its mouth and
swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down alive into the pit,
then you will understand that these men have rejected Yahweh.” (Numbers
16:30) What were the chances of that happening®, fidhere was no
God, or if He hadn’t called Moses to the positidteadership in Israel.
But the words had barely left Mo’s lips when thatywthing happened.
Then fire from Yahweh came and consumed the twatachand fifty
ringleaders. God had made His point.

That should have ended the debate, but@wthe next day all the
congregation of the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron,
saying, ‘You have killed the people of Yahweh.”” (Numbers 16:41) | don't get it.
If Korah and his two Reubenite cohorts had beea ftbople of Yahweh,”
then why didn’t God protect them? AndMfoses and Aarohad somehow
made the ground swallow them up—tents and all—ydhiitk that maybe
the Israelites might have figured out it wasn’tlsachot idea to defy them
to their faces. But the Israelites, just like therlt welive in, had lost the
ability to reason, to weigh the evidence, to recogthe hand of God at
work among themDon’t confuse us with facts; our minds are made up!
So Yahweh was compelled to sing the song agaionskecerse, same as
the first.“And Yahweh spoke to Moses [again|, saying, ‘Get away from among
this congregation, that | may consume them in a moment.”” (Numbers 16:44-45)
At this point, I (being slow but teachable) miglatvie said, “Okay, | see
Your point. I'm out of here!” But Moses, once agaeing technically
disobedient to Yahweh but willing to defend His i&dwer to the death,
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simply fell on his face and pleaded for mercy fi feople. Then, as the
plague began, Moses instructed Aaron to hurry amfbpn what thdirst
testhad proposed as a sign: intercede for the peoipheancenser burning
incense as a prayer to Yahweh. And God did indedtdire plague, but
not before it had slain another 14,700 rebellicuadlites.

Some things never change. The world still doesantwto consider the
evidence—choosing to believe manmade myths ovetsGedealed truth
ninety-nine percent of the time. But what is “tlmgregation of man”
going to do when all the faithful have been remofreth the earth—when
there is no longer a Moses to plead for mercytient, or an Aaron
running out among them praying to God for the peatpustop? The core
issue will not have changed: the world will stiéd bguring out whom it
will follow. The choice, in the end, will be betwe&'ahshua (Yahweh’s
Man—for whom both Moses and Aaron are a prototygedl, the
Antichrist (Satan’s boy, his Korah-equivalent). Rekably, we are told
that the Antichrist and his false prophet will argpretty much like
Korah and his Reubenite buddies did—and for rougfiysame reason:
“Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in
his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and
those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire
burning with brimstone.” (Revelation 19:20)

Don’t make up your own religioriYou shall not at all do as we are doing here
today—every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes—for as yet you have not
come to the rest and the inheritance which Yahweh your God is giving you.

But when you cross over the Jordan and dwell in the land which Yahweh your God is
giving you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your enemies round about, so
that you dwell in safety, then there will be the place where Yahweh your God
chooses to make His name abide.” (Deuteronomy 12:8-11) “Crossing over
the Jordan” is seen in some of the old hymns atefery heaven”
(doubtless an artifact of Bunyan’s allegdiye Pilgrim’s Progress But
it's no such thing. It's a picture of commencingetalife as a believer in
Yahweh—in this world. The fact is that the battles't even reallypegin
until we've entered this Promised Land. The poirthe passage is that
within the believer’s earthly experience, our farthyahweh’s grace must
lead us to faith in His instructions as well. lfisingenuous to say we’re
relying on God for our salvation when we refuséake His word or
counsel about anything else in life.

The believer’s life is like a room with two dooeswindow, and a
table and chair sitting in the middle. God invitesto leave the world and
enter the room through the first door (salvati@it)in the chair, attend to

900



whatever tasks we find upon the table that nedxtdone, and when
we’re finished, exit by the second door—the one lads to heaven.
Subject Number One enters, only to be distractedtmnt he sees through
the window (the world). He never sits down and melees what God
prepared for him to do, but he never impacts thedmather, for he’s not
out there anymore. When he leaves the room, thoatting of value has
been accomplished, he feels fatigued and frustr&elject Number Two,
on the other hand, enters the room and never tsotbdéook out the
window at all. But he doesn’t sit down and follovods instructions,
either. Rather, he sets about busily decoratingdbm, laying carpet,
hanging curtains, painting the walls, and rearnagdine furniture. A lot of
things get done, though none of them were on Giodtho list—a fact that
totally eludes him. He finally leaves the room, axsted and famished but
inordinately proud of his “accomplishments.”

Subject Number Three, however, enters the roomlaaahuse he
really trusts Yahweh to know what’s best, doeseaw/as told: he sits at
the table to begin the work God assigned to hince®eated (resting in
God’s word), he discovers all sorts of things ttieeo two missed. First,
there’s the list of tasks God left for him, so m®Wws precisely what he
needs to be doing with his time. Next he seestti®aview out the window
is quite different from this angle: he can now géat’s really going on
out there in the world, and what it will take tokeat a better place—
information he needs in order to address his tbstloHe notices there’s a
phone on the table, so he can talk to the wosteti to their problems,
counsel and comfort them, and even call 911 fantieneed be. He
notices a menu for a nice little Kosher Deli neadiyhe orders himself a
tasty lunch to sustain him through the day. Whirfitally time to go
home, his to-do list has been seriously depletetihis spirits have not.

Subject Number One is what Paul would call a “cb@taistian,”
someone guided not by the Spirit of God, but rallyetheir own flesh,
“behaving like a mere man,” as he says in | Corarth 3:3. Number Two
is the “religious Christian,” someone so busy ddiggod works,” he
never takes time to consider whether they're agtwahat God wants him
to do—confusing progress with process, generattgydf heat but very
little light. But Number Three is the “obedient ieeler” spoken of by
John:“Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He
who says, ‘| know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not in him. But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in
him. By this we know that we are in Him. He who says he abides in Him ought
himself also to walk just as He walked.” (1 John 2:3-6) How did Yahshua
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walk? He did the will of His “Father,” Yahweh. Heag/obedient, even to
the point of death.

Our present precept speaks to all three types. $/ademonishes us
that as we enter the life of a believer, we ar@jdeave the world’s ways
behind us, (2) prepare to fight our spiritual esttin God'’s strength, not
our own, and (3) commune with Yahweh according i direction, not
our invention. There is a place, He says, wheravlHéchoose to make
His name abide.” We are to meet Him there, anig there—not where
our spiritual adversaries are accustomed to bovarigeir false gods.
Although God may be present in religion, in naturein the better
impulses of the human psyche, we are instructedo seek Him there
We are, rather, to meet Him in His sanctuary, thegwhere His name
abides and His Spirit dwells. And where is thath&faua promised u4,
will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with
you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees Him or knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will
beinyou.” (John 14:16-17) Or as Paul askdzh you not know that you are
the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (I Corinthians 3:16)
God is with us and in us. Once we have “crosseddihgan,” we don’t
have very far to go at all.

Verify God’s word through historical inquiryFor ask now concerning the
days that are past, which were before you, since the day that God created man on
the earth, and ask from one end of heaven to the other, whether any great thing

like this has happened, or anything like it has been heard. Did any people ever

hear the voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have heard, and
live? Or did God ever try to go and take for Himself a nation from the midst

of another nation, by trials, by signs, by wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm, and by great terrors, according to all that Yahweh your God did
foryou in Egypt before your eyes? To you it was shown, that you might know that
Yahweh Himself is God; there is none other besides Him.” (Deuteronomy 4:32-
35) It’'s abundantly clear that choice is our prefoge. But real choice
requires two things: knowledge and the freedonttaipon it. Here
Yahweh is saying to put His words and deeds tagkie—compare what
He has done for you to the résumé of any concesviadl. Acquire the
knowledge necessary to make an informed decisiond@ct historical,
scientific, or philosophical inquiry, for the faetdhe truth of the matter—
will vindicate His word at every turn. It's a dagechallenge: God has
nothing to fear from “full disclosure.” He’s notdking for “blind faith.”
He wants us to open our eyes: to exercise faitadasn historical reality.
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“Out of heaven He let you hear His voice, that He might instruct you; on earth
He showed you His great fire, and you heard His words out of the midst of the fire.
And because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after
them; and He brought you out of Egypt with His Presence, with His mighty power,
driving out from before you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in,
to give you their land as an inheritance, as it is this day.” (Deuteronomy 4:36-
38) The history of Israel’s deliverance is a metaghr God'’s calling
upon all of us, if only we’ll choose to follow Himwe too “hear His
voice.” We too “see His fire.” We too are brouglythis presence and
power out of the world that held us in bondage. forchidable forces of
evil that would threaten, confound, and beguilangsstill driven out from
before us, if we will but trust in Yahweh to keesivord. The evidence
the Israelites saw and heard was admittedly mdpapke, more tangible,
than what we experience today. Ttsayvthe pillar of fire; theyheardthe
thundering voice of Yahweh upon the mountaintopytémelled the
smoke and felt the earth tremble. But for all thia¢y did not have what
we do: sure knowledge of our deliverance from tbiedage of Adam’s
curse—historical confirmation that Yahweh has Keistword, fulfilling
the promise of redemption through the sacrificélisf Messiah—
redemption that was prophesied in hundreds of trall's precepts. The
evidence of God’s glory we enjoy today is no lesa than that which
awed the Israelites at the foot of Mount Sinai. Tdw that Yahweh now
speaks in a still, small voice instead of a thuadsrmroar should neither
lessen our awareness nor mitigate our awe.

Base your conclusions on truth, and apply logitotonulate a plan of
action “Therefore know this day, and consider it in your heart, that Yahweh

Himself is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other. You
shall therefore keep His statutes and His commandments which | command you
today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you

may prolong your days in the land which Yahweh your God is giving you for all

time.” (Deuteronomy 4:39-40) The “therefore” refers baxckhe
indisputable evidence of Yahweh'’s glory Moses heenltalking about for
the last few Precepts—and | would include the hisab evidence for the
Messiah’s redemptive act in that admonition. Tepde, profound
conclusion we are encouraged to reach is that Yatalane is God. And
because He is God, He has the right to call théesshv@ are to “keep His
statutes and commandments.” Note that the prontisehed to the
precept is virtually identical to the Fifth Commaneht of the Decalogue:
“Honor your father [a surrogate for Yahwelahd your mother [symbolic of His
Holy Spirit], that your days may be long upon the land which Yahweh your God is
givingyou.” (Exodus 20:12) Honoring—taking seriously—God ansl H
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Ruach Qodests therefore equated to “keeping His statuteséminds
me of what John said in the passage quoted abiewe by this we know that
we know Him, if we keep His commandments.” (I John 2:3)

At the risk of appearing to beat a dead horsenkepoint out (again)
that even though the Land was given to Israel &lbtime,” it hasnot
“gone well with them.” Because they did not “keejs Btatutes,” Israel
was evicted from their Land lock, stock, and barrelice If (as some of
them claim) theyhavebeen following Yahweh'’s statutes this whole time
then Yahweh is either a liar or incompetent. ltdyan the last century or
so that the Jews have returned to their inheritameay significant
numbers, or with any significant political preseigaed that's only
because Yahweh still has a boatload of propheaciédfill concerning
their restoration). Yahweh dibt tell them to “keep the statutes and
commandments thgbur rabbiswill command you to do.” By now (900
pages into this book) you should realize that W lhodies of Law—
Torah and Talmud—nbear only a superficial resemig@ddaeach other. But
both Old and New Covenant scriptures insist thepkey Yahweh'’s
actual commandments—not the traditions of men—ig Wwe can “know
God” and “prolong our days” in the land He has gius.

Don't let your prosperity distract you from the Gatho provided it“So it
shall be, when Yahweh your God brings you into the land of which He swore to your
fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful cities which
you did not build, houses full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out
wells which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant—
when you have eaten and are full-then beware, lest you forget Yahweh who

brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.” (Deuteronomy
6:10-12) Who among us can truthfully claim to belfgsnade?” You
might declare, “I worked hard, kept my nose cldaarned how to get
ahead in life, and the success I'm enjoying isrehtibecause of my own
efforts.” But that’s a narrow, provincial, and dasay, disingenuous
view. Who gave you the intelligence, the aptitutie, opportunity, the
physical ability, and the shelter from unforeseeaster that were
baseline prerequisites for your success beforeesyeu lifted a finger?
Who lined up the intangibles for you—that first jabe chance meeting,
the accident you narrowly avoided, the fact that weere born in, say,
North America in the 2B Century instead of in Central Africa in the™p8
You would not be precisely what you are (whetherbfetter or for worse)
without a thousand factors that are entirely outafr control.

I’'m not saying we are strictly the products of eavironment. I'm
saying, rather, that we are responsible before tGqiay the hand we're
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dealt. When we’'re blessed, we are to acknowledgebblunty and
provision. When afflicted, we are to cry out forneyeto the One who has
the power to deliver us. Yes, hard work and disegbre good things. But
in the end, what we have is the sum total of whelverdone with the
gifts—and the challenges—Yahweh has given us. lisraptrance into
the Promised Land serves as a microcosm of thigipie. Like us today,
they were given the opportunity to stand on theukters of those who
had gone before them, reaping where they had mot.deke us, the
blessings they were given could either be viewegifés from God or
things to which they were entitled by right of coegt. But Yahweh
warned them—and us—not to let prosperity or accahpient cloud our
memory, our sense of gratitude, or our appreciatfdmow we got here.

Remember who the real God‘%ou shall not go after other gods, the gods of
the peoples who are all around you (for Yahweh your God is a jealous God among
you), lest the anger of Yahweh your God be aroused against you and destroy you
from the face of the earth.” (Deuteronomy 6:14-15) This is the same basic
tenet as the Second Commandment—an admonitiontor hahweh as
God (Creator-deity, Master, Provider, and Saviog at the same time to
refrain from showing reverence, devotion, or adaiato other things
other people might worship. Back in bronze ageelsthese things were
usually easy to spot—false “gods,” with names HBeal, Chemosh and
Molech, with characteristics and desires men hadlzel to them, idols
that represented them, and cults built around tligarhtoday, the “other
gods” people pursue are usually far more subtla@ltwesex, power, fame,
pleasure, respect, or popularity. They could manifeemselves as almost
anything: a fancier car, a bigger house, a grelemer, a lower golf score,
or a higher high. They might be “political causéke fighting for world
peace, saving the environment from its inhabitgmesssing one’s views
on gun control, abortion, or the right to copubaith whomever or
whatever one felt like, or simply escaping from thalities and
responsibilities of human civilization. These “atlgpds” always seem to
be just out of reach, constantly requiring justteelmore devotion, a little
more sacrifice. Our “other gods” are, in short,thimg that stands
between us and Yahweh—things that distract us Jitwgtch no recourse
to Godly counsel, things in which our relationshiph Yahweh is
declared to be “beside the point.”

Interestingly, things need not berinsically bad to be characterized
as the “other gods” about which Yahweh has warrseednufact, many of
the same things could just as easily be right @mg#—depending on how
they affect our walk with God. Wealth can easilgtdict us, and yet
Yahweh showered great wealth on some of the mikfidamen in the
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Biblical record: Job, Abraham, David, etc.—with@otrupting their
character. Sex is implicit in the very first comrdarahweh issued to the
human race: “Go forth and multiply.” And yet itsaptice outside of
God's guidelines—holy matrimony between one manarelwoman for
a lifetime—has been a constant source of distradgti@ur world since
mankind left the Garden, “another god” that we $tidwave left alone.

Religion is another example: it can serve as airatmwhich like
minded believers can congregate to separate theessiebm the
influences of the world—acting as a medium througjich holiness
(becoming set-apart and consecrated to Yahwehg loaited out of the
world) is worked out in practical terms. But it calhtoo easily become a
substitute for the very God it is designed to hohoecently reread John
Bunyan'’s classic allegoryhe Pilgrim’s Progressl realize it's merely
semantic nitpicking on my part, but Bunyan congyargfers to “religion”
as if it's the sum total of the Christian experiema this world. It is
nothing of the sort. Rather, it is a loaded gun-rdrerently dangerous but
potentially useful implement that can be used tioegibring home dinner
or kill it's owner. It must be handled with greaire.

Moses uses a word here that may seem odd to aurteasays
Yahweh is a “jealous” God. Actually, he repeats ik times in the
Torah. The word in Hebrew ganng from a verb meaning to be zealous,
jealous, or even envious. Theeological Wordbook of the Old Testament
points out the basic idea: “zeal for another’s proyis envy, while zeal
for one’s own property is jealousy.” Since “we agg our own; we have
been bought with a price”—the blood of the Laml&sofd—we belong to
Yahweh. If we have chosen to accept the terms ofemlemption, we are
by our own admission His property. He is quite witHis “rights,” then,
to claim our exclusive love as His own, becomingrgnf we squander
our affections on “other gods.” It bears repeatiighough Yahweh'’s
children would never bow to a Molech, Zeus, or AJlve can find
ourselves “worshipping” other gods without evenirdag it. Beware!

(895) Be diligent about observing Yahweh'’s stattésu shall diligently keep the
commandments of Yahweh your God, His testimonies, and His statutes which He
has commanded you. And you shall do what is right and good in the sight of
Yahweh, that it may be well with you, and that you may go in and possess the good
land of which Yahweh swore to your fathers, to cast out all your enemies from
before you, as Yahweh has spoken.” (Deuteronomy 6:17-19) If this were as
obvious as it looks, God wouldn’'t have had to réjteso many times and
in so many ways. Several factors bear mentionibigY 6u can’t
“diligently keep the commandments of Yahweh” if ydon’t know what
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they are. That's why it's so important to study Goaord. Don’t assume
anything. Don’t take anyone’s word for it (and tiratludes mine). Look it
up for yourself. Let the Holy Spirit teach you,rimging to remembrance
what Yahweh has instructed as you walk throughwiidd.

(2) Doing “what is right in the sight of Yahweh”fisr our benefit, not
His. The natural result of compliance is that “@yrbe well with you.”
The “enemies” Yahweh promised to cast out if weyoden are not
necessarily people. They could be our own selfrdesve tendencies, the
“lusts that war against our members.” “Possessiegybod land” is living
in peace and security as believing mortalthis life, and we’ll never do
that if we refuse to trust Yahweh to know what'stder us here and now.

(3) We are not to define our own standards of ragid wrong, and we
are certainly not to defer to clerics and kinggéfine good and evil for
us. Rather, we are to “do what is right and goothesight of Yahweh.”
His world, His rules.

And (4) note that we are to observe three categafinstruction.
First are Yahweh'’s “commandments”’—those things &natto be
manifested as a constant, ongoing reality in au@rsli These are not so
much things welo as things ware. They invariably have a spiritual
undercurrent, even if they seem on the surfaceabwith outward
behavior. For example, the commandment to honosdather and
mother, while valid and binding on the literal fafat, actually means we
are to take Yahweh and His Holy Spirit seriouskc@d are His
“testimonies”—the characterizations, symbols, aredaphors that pepper
the Torah, and indeed, the entire Bible from oretterthe other. The
tabernacle, the sacrifices, the festival calenalaof these things and
more conspire to inform us, if we will but heedritheof Yahweh'’s
unfolding plan for our redemption. And third aresHstatutes”—the rules
that govern our human interactions and guard oaltlinethings that make
civilization civil and encourage us to demonstrate our trust in Yialwe
love by keeping His word.

Look for the meaning behind God'’s statu#®¢hen your son asks you in time
to come, saying, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies, the statutes, and the
judgments which Yahweh our God has commanded you?’ then you shall say to your
son: ‘We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, and Yahweh brought us out of Egypt with
a mighty hand; and Yahweh showed signs and wonders before our eyes, great and
severe, against Egypt, Pharaoh, and all his household. Then He brought us out
from there, that He might bring us in, to give us the land of which He swore to our
fathers. And Yahweh commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear Yahweh
our God, for our good always, that He might preserve us alive, as it is this day. Then
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it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to observe all these
commandments before Yahweh our God, as He has commanded us.””
(Deuteronomy 6:20-25) Allow me to boil this downit® essentialsVhat
does the Torah meari®eliveranceMWhy should we heed all these
instructions?Because Yahweh is interested in our welfare, tiher
preservation, and righteousness. Revering our @ddhserving His
statutes will naturally result in all of these gdbags.

The underlying assumption here is that the “testii®es, statutes, and
judgments” of the Toratlo have meaning. They’re not only rules for
successful living (though they are certainly th&gs, thenalakhah the
path that one walks, is the focus of the statuteb(ewchoq a
regulation, decree, ordinance, or boundary; a @esscription of what
one should do). But beyond the statutes, theralace“judgments”
(mishpat the act of deciding a legal dispute or caseptioelamation of a
verdict; the dispensing of justice) and “testim@hi@edah a witness—an
object used as a memorial or remembrance of a eoten

It is this last category—the@dahor testimony—that completely
eludes the rabbis. In Genesis 31, we see Jacotingracheap of stones as
a pillar—a witness of the covenant he had made d@tvhimself and his
deceitful father-in-law Laban. The reason is statederse 52This heap is
a witness, and this pillar is a witness, that | will not pass beyond this heap to you,
and you will not pass beyond this heap and this pillar to me, forharm.” Yahweh
has characterized the Torah as the same sort tri¢gs” or “testimony”
against Israel. As Jacob’s pillar had cautionagyidicance to the parties
of the covenant, so did the Torah. As the pillasweore than a pointless
heap of rocks, so the Torah was more than a melasmgollection of
rules. Both parties, Yahweh and Israel (and thrahgm, us) were
expected—wereequired—to consider the meaning of thedah or
testimony. And what was the meaning? What was éng first thing the
Hebrew father was to answer his son when askedjtlestion?We were
slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, and Yahweh brought us out of Egypt with a mighty
hand.” That is, we were in bondage to sin in the worldl ¥ahweh
delivered us. How? By sending His Messiah, His dndgotten Son, to
fulfill the promise of all the bloody sacrificesgscribed in the Torah.
They were signs, witnessdsstimoniesand every last one of them
pointed toward Yahshua.

Warn Israel concerning their wicked wayNow therefore, write down this
song for yourselves, and teach it to the children of Israel; put it in their mouths,
that this song may be a witness for Me against the children of Israel.”
(Deuteronomy 31:19) Knowing what’s coming can lmiese if it's bad
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news for someone you love. Sometimes | think bemgiscient must be
really depressing for Yahweh. The context heread’&prophetic
assessment of what Israel would do with the remglahey’d been given.
It wasn’t pretty:“This people will rise and play the harlot with the gods of the
foreigners of the land.... They will forsake me and break my covenant.... My anger
shall be aroused against them.... They shall be devoured.... | will surely hide My
face in that day because of all the evil which they have done.” (Deuteronomy
31:16-18) These weren’'t hypotheticals. There wa$%ffianvolved.

These thingsvouldhappen. So Moses was instructed to write a song
(recorded in chapter 32)—sort of a parallel tolétgers John was told to
send to the seven churches in Revelation 2 and Feghecy of sweeping
proportions outlining the future history of Isradter Moses was gone.

He begins (vs. 1-4) by reminding them who the Raictheir salvation
is. Then (vs. 5-14) he recounts God'’s calling o&d$, their special place
in His heart. But Israel’s rebellion, apostasy, ande is then recounted
(vs. 15-21), including a tantalizing preview of tli@olish” gentiles (the
ekklesia who would take up the mantle of truth they’d dsegd (driving
Israel crazy by doing so). Verses 22-27 declareithbahweh had not
given his word to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Hddvioave allowed
Israel to disappear from the face of the earth—Heas angry. He laments
their ignorance (vs. 28-33) and recounts His detetion to show them
where they went wrong—no matter how painful itvs.(34-38). Finally
(vs. 39-43), Yahweh promises vengeance upon Hisieseand
atonement for His people—calling once again orgetiles to rejoice
over the restoration of Israel.

| don’t really know how an observant Jew today loank at
Deuteronomy 32 and keep from cringing. Moses déddt: he recorded
for all time Yahweh'’s “witness against the child@risrael.” It has all
come about precisely as He predicted—right up teev88, at which point
Israel’s“power is gone, and there is no one remaining, bond or free,” and He
challenges them to call upon their false gods e shem. When did they
reach this point? 1945—the final year of the Naatobaust. Since then,
we have seen only glimmers of the coming fulfillmhehthe rest of the
Song of Moses. Yahweh sayNpw see that|, even |, am He, and there is no
God besides Me; I kill and | make alive; | wound and I heal; Nor is there any who
can deliver from My hand. For | raise My hand to heaven, and say, ‘As | live forever,
if | whet My glittering sword, and My hand takes hold on judgment, | will render
vengeance to My enemies, and repay those who hate Me. | will make My arrows
drunk with blood, and My sword shall devour flesh, with the blood of the slain and
the captives, from the heads of the leaders of the enemy.’ Rejoice, O Gentiles, with
His people; for He will avenge the blood of His servants, and render vengeance to
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His adversaries; He will provide atonement for His land and His people.”
(Deuteronomy 32:39-43) That’'s a somewhat squistough thoroughly
consistent, view of the coming Tribulation. If Gediord has proved one
hundred percent accurate up to our current poihistory (and it has),
what are the chances He’ll drop the ball now—noat the’s sprinting
past the two yard line? Only a fool would bet agais crossing the goal
line—and soon. Israel has been warned. Wall/been warned.

TAKE HEED

Don’t mistake God’s blessing for your own greatnéls what great

nation is there that has God so near to it, as Yahweh our God is to us, for

whatever reason we may call upon Him? And what great nation is there that

has such statutes and righteous judgments as are in all this law which | set before
you this day? Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep yourself, lest you
forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the
days of your life.” (Deuteronomy 4:7-9) It is easy for us to take dessings
for granted. It's not so much that we feel entitledhem; it’s that we
become so used to them, we never even think abloertenthey came
from. At this point in their history, Israel hadeseGod’s mighty hand up
close and personal—or at least their parents haesd desert pilgrims had
never known anything but Yahweh’s miraculous guadamprovision, and
instruction: the pillar of cloud and fire, the manthe water from the
rock. Their national deliverance from Egypt wasesd to them as, say,
World War 1l was to me—something that had fundaraénshaped their
parents’ world view, even though it had passed lvistory and legend
before they were even born. God’s personal presamcka leader who
talked with Him face to face, were all they hadrdugown. It would have
been easy to forget that this wast normal other nations had no such
privileged personal relationship with their Creadod Deliverer.

Moses therefore cautions the children of Isradld@ognizant of their
unique position—and their singular responsibiliig knew that when
they entered the Promised Land, the comparativedyrtal” routine of
life they found there could easily distract thewnfrtheir uniqgue and
amazing heritage. As they fought the inevitablelésitit would be
tempting to credit their victories to their own @abr superior strength,
rather than to Yahweh’s provision. But if they ajw&ept in mind “the
things their eyes had seen” on a national levelniitural tendency to
ascribe God'’s blessing to their own effort wouldkeet at bay.

This principle is just as valid on a personal le¥elyone who has
witnessed Yahweh's greatness for any length of tsnie danger of taking
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it for granted. Anyone who has enjoyed God'’s blagsuns the risk of
becoming less thankful than he should be. We argareed here to “take
heed,” diligently and purposefully making a poimtremember how great
our God is, and thankfully recount His blessings.

Pass on Yahweh’s precepts to future generatitng.teach them to your
children and your grandchildren, especially concerning the day you stood before
Yahweh your God in Horeb, when Yahweh said to me, ‘Gather the people to Me,

and I will let them hear My words, that they may learn to fear Me all the days they

live on the earth, and that they may teach their children.” (Deuteronomy 4:9-10)
At my age, I've seen a remarkable shift in how sssove generations
view material wealth. My parents and grandparergsevproducts of the
Great Depression, so they remained quite frugat edter they no longer
had to be. My “baby-boomer” contemporaries, buiddam our parents’
phobias, tended to fixate on money and securityouBehildren and
grandchildren—reacting to our obsession with susees! too often
squandered their opportunities and despised tivérights—settingheir
children up for another round of hard times. Mymas that the legacy we
pass on to future generations is just as oftels@orese to our failures as it
is the result of our successes. What we teachluldren is shaped more
by what we value than by what we say.

What's evident in the material realm is even moue in the spiritual:
our children can spot our hypocrisy—the dichotoragneen what we say
and what we do—a mile away. We can teach God’sgptedo our
children with our lips, but the lessons will go eelded if they're not
borne out by the way we live our lives. We canftitedim to love God and
trust Him, but it will all be for naught if we dasp and cheat our
neighbors. We can instruct them to “honor theiepés,” but our words
will sound hollow indeed if we ship grandma offamursing home at the
first sign of our own “inconvenience.” If we valueligious tradition over
a personal relationship with Yahweh, our childrah sense it. If we trust
our own efforts instead of the provision of Godgytiwill know. What we
tell them doesn’t matter nearly as much as whatlave

The point of teaching our children the ways of @Godot to make
them well behaved or compliant. Moses reminds asitts so they might
learn to revere Yahweh. And why is that importaB¢2auseThe
reverence of Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all
those who do His commandments.” (Psalm 111:10) And again, why are
wisdom and understanding so criticafiappy is the man who finds wisdom,
and the man who gains understanding. For her proceeds are better than the profits
of silver, and her gain than fine gold. She is more precious than rubies, and all the
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things you may desire cannot compare with her. Length of days is in her right hand;
in her left hand riches and honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her
paths are peace. She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her, and happy are

all who retain her.” (Proverbs 3:13-18) That’s quite a legacy, and within
our power to bestow it upon our children—reveretoeeard Yahweh,
leading to wisdom, leading in turn to somethingdrathan mere temporal
wealth: happiness, long life (in the emdgrnallife), true riches, honor,
pleasantness@‘ant grace, favor, kindness, delight, or beauty), peac
and abundant life. You can’t leave stuff like thaour kids in your will.
You have to give it to them in person, or not &t al

(900) Be careful not to worship created things insteathefr Creator “Take
heed, lest you lift your eyes to heaven, and when you see the sun, the moon, and
the stars, all the host of heaven, you feel driven to worship them and serve them,
which Yahweh your God has given to all the peoples under the whole heaven as a
heritage. But Yahweh has taken you and brought you out of the iron furnace, out of
Egypt, to be His people, an inheritance, as you are this day.” (Deuteronomy
4:19-20) It is axiomatic that if you’'re going to vehip something, that
“something” must logically be greater than you dnefact, it only makes
sense to reserve your worship for greatest thingdf which you can
conceive—not the second or third greatest. Unfately, once mankind
had, as a whole, turned its back on its Createrkihd of insight that can
only be gained through a personal relationship With—the kind
enjoyed by Adam, Seth, Enoch, and Noah—was supgadnt mere
human logic. At that point, God and man both hadadblem. For man’s
part, he was now equipped witmashamatfthe “breath of life” of
Genesis 2:7) that enabled his soul to be made fareger by the
indwelling of the Spirit of God—but without whictetwas an incomplete
and deficient being—spiritually empty. Mankind nbad a thirst for
God—a nagging consciousness of his unfulfilled,arntspiritual state.
He was compelled by his very nature to try totfils “God-shaped
vacuum.” He waslrivento search for the very God he had chosen not to
honor.

Yahweh too had a problem. His fundamental natuteve, which as
we have observed, cannot be forced upon its objglcout morphing into
something else. He therefore couldn’t make His wptkpose, or even
His presence, known in unambiguous terms to thended object of His
love—us—without robbing us of the ability and privilege dioosing to
love Him, for such a choice implies and requiresdption ofnot doing
so. But He had already created us, which in tuthriexessitated the
creation of an infrastructure in which to maintaur organic life: earth,
an oxygen-rich atmosphere, liquid water, a suntjustight size and
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distance away to provide light and energy, andgelanoon to drive tides,
weather, and plate tectonics—all of which, and mmaine, are essential
to our biosphere.

So here’s the human race—fallen from the pure stiateliving in a
world surrounded with really impressive big, brigsitiny things in the
sky. The sun is the most obvious: it's heat anltling life and security
to our world. It's so critical to our survival, avacavemarcould
appreciate its importance. (Am | allowed to sayZh&nd the moon?
Viewed from earth, it'€xactlythe same size as the sun, and though it's
not as bright, it's far more interesting—disappegrand then magically
reappearing in small increments every thirty daysoo The starry
heavens too are fascinating and majestic, marcdengnely across the
night sky in pace with the seasons, forming picued suggesting stories
in the minds of inquisitive men. The problem isttfalen man can’t
easily fathom anything greater than these, foGbd who made them—
Yahweh—doesn't force His presence and creativeinbéethe forefront
of our imaginations. And to make matters worseil wdll into the
twentieth century it was assumed that the sun, maah stars hadlways
existed. The finite lifespan of the universe (abbdibillion years) wasn’t
scientifically established until Einstein’s relati Hubble’s red shifts,
and Penzias’ and Wilson’s cosmic microwave backgdoadiation had
been thoroughly vindicated.

The idea of worshiping the sun, moon, and stags),tlsn’t as crazy as
it sounds to our jaded twenty-first century earsvds what you might call
an “understandable error.” That's why Yahweh waegftd to specifically
point out that these things are not to be worsldppéey are merely
created things, placed by God into our experiencedr benefit—not
only to sustain life on this planet, but also tade us something abodis
glory. As David wrote;The heavens tell of the glory of God. The skies display
his marvelous craftsmanship. Day after day they continue to speak; night after
night they make him known. They speak without a sound or a word; their voice is
silent in the skies; yet their message has gone out to all the earth, and their words
to all the world. The sun lives in the heavens where God placed it. It bursts forth
like a radiant bridegroom after his wedding. It rejoices like a great athlete eager to
run the race. The sun rises at one end of the heavens and follows its course to the
other end. Nothing can hide from its heat.” (Psalm 19:1-6 NLT)

Be careful to remember Yahweh’s covendnirthermore Yahweh was angry
with me [Moses] for your sakes, and swore that | would not cross over the Jordan,
and that | would not enter the good land which Yahweh your God is giving you as an
inheritance. But | must die in this land, | must not cross over the Jordan; but you
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shall cross over and possess that good land. Take heed to yourselves, lest you
forget the covenant of Yahweh your God which He made with you, and make for
yourselves a carved image in the form of anything which Yahweh your God has
forbidden you. For Yahweh your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.”
(Deuteronomy 4:21-24) Moses is saying, in effe¥pu’re about to enter
the Land of Promise, and | can’t go with you. Butau’ll heed the
covenant Yahweh made with your fathers after tieétyHgypt, you'll do
just fine without me.”

A covenant is an agreement or contract betweerpawites, both of
whom are expected to keep their end of the barydiat were the terms
of this “Mosaic” covenant? Let’s go back and reviéwYou have seen
what | did to the Egyptians, and how | bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to
Myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant,
then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is
Mine. And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” (Exodus
19:4-6) For the Israelites’ part, they were to “p¥@ahweh’s voice.” The
word translated “indeed obey” is the Hebrew veinamato hear, listen
to, heed, or obey, with interest, attention, andeustanding. That is, they
were to carefully do as He instructed them throMigises, the heart of
which is related in the very next chapter—the “T@mmandments.”

Yahweh's part of the bargain was three-fold—beyahict He'd
already accomplished on behalf of Israel. Firstywaéelld consider Israel
His “special treasure,” elevated in status andctifia above all the
peoples on the earth. The single Hebrew word taé@&Epecial treasure”
is segullg which actually means “personal property,” or “p@ssion.” It is
used of something especially valued by its ownamething for which he
has extraordinary affection. Malachi fleshes oetittea:“Then those who
revered Yahweh spoke to one another, and Yahweh listened and heard them. So a
book of remembrance was written before Him for those who fear Yahweh and who
meditate on His name. ‘They shall be Mine,’” says Yahweh of hosts, ‘on the day that
I make them My jewels [segullg. And | will spare [Hebrewchamal to have
pity or compassion on, to show kindnesstheim as a man spares his own
son who serves him.”” (Malachi 3:16-17)

Second, Yahweh would make Israel a “kingdom ofgisié A
kingdom, by definition, has a king—in this caseh¥eh Himself
manifested in the flesh, the One we know as Yahgieidessiah. A
priest is one who intercedes for others, one wresdiefore God on behalf
of mankind. So a “kingdom of priests” is a groupowiepresent the world
before God—the King—and also represent God to thdwThe
ekklesia—the “Church”—is described in deceptively similarrhs: nota
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kingdomof priests, butKingsand priests” (Revelation 1:6 and 5:10).
Though our role as intercessors before King Yahstilidoe the same as
restored Israel's, the members of gkilesia as resurrected, immortal,
perfected beings, will function as co-regents v@tirist during His
Millennial Kingdom. The thought makes me blush, that's God’s plan.

Third, Israel would be a “holy nation.” That isgthwould be set apart
from the other nations as God’s “special peoplelésted and consecrated
for His glory and His purpose. Mere national suali+even against
incredible odds and in the face of intense persacuytdoes not define
Israel as a “holy nation” today. Only the recogmitand acceptance of
their Messiah, Yahshua of Nazareth, will declaa they at last have
“obeyed Yahweh’s voice” and “kept His covenant.” édikely as it
looks, that day is coming—and soon.

Remember that blessing is contingent on obediéiMen you beget

children and grandchildren and have grown old in the land, and act corruptly and
make a carved image in the form of anything, and do evil in the sight of Yahweh

your God to provoke Him to anger, | call heaven and earth to witness against you

this day, that you will soon utterly perish from the land which you cross over the
Jordan to possess; you will not prolong your days in it, but will be utterly

destroyed.” (Deuteronomy 4:25-26) There are two contrastingdsodf
prophecy concerning the nation of Israel. Thereua®nditional
promises that the Land will always belong to themd that their destiny as
Yahweh’s people is secure. On the other hand, @reralso scathing
predictions and dire warnings of judgment and ésicfrom the Land in
the wake of their disobedience of God’s Law. Thasg seem
contradictory, since they predict diametrically opipe events, but they're
not. The first group of promises are predicated’ahweh’s unchangeable
character; the second on Israel’'s behavior. Onasmage see that only a
God who transcends time—who can see the end arzktfiening in the
same view—could say with assurance that Issélél‘act corruptly” and
“perish from the land” but they will also be resd+—if and when they
repent.“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and

pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from

heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” (Il Chronicles 7:14)

Recognize that good weather is an indicator of Gagproval. “It shall be
that if you earnestly obey My commandments which | command you today, to love
Yahweh your God and serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul, then | will
give you the rain for your land in its season, the early rain and the latter rain, that
you may gather in your grain, your new wine, and your oil. And | will send grass in
your fields for your livestock, that you may eat and be filled.” (Deuteronomy
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11:13-15) The unsubstantiated opinion of atheistigionists
notwithstanding, the data of science strongly sagtiet our biosphere
here on the earth balances on a razor's edge—injoguite
convincingly that an Intelligent Designer is behihdll. A small variation
in any of a number of factors (for example, thersgth of any of the four
basic forces of nature—gravity, the weak and strangjear forces, and
electromagnetism—the distance of earth from the thexmass of the
moon, the percentage of oxygen in our atmosphérg,veould result in
the impossibility of life as we know it existingee Our governments
spend billions on the search for extraterrestiii@) hoping against hope
that they can find something with which to bolgstesir sagging atheistic
presuppositionsiLife is nothing but a lucky accident—there’s naedeo
acknowledge an Intelligent Creator, especially @i such inconvenient
moral standards!”And then they spend billions more on “disasteefél
when the weather goes haywire, destroying peopl&s and property.

Call me a cheapskate, but it seems to me we cawigl gurselves a lot
of money and grief if we simply honored the God wtld usthat He
would use weather as an indicator of how we weregdim His sight. Yes,
the promises were made specifically to Israel (andand of milk and
honey,” now a barren wasteland except where industiJews have
wrested gardens from the recalcitrant soil throdghculean effort and
unimaginable personal sacrifice), but | believeghaciples apply to
anyone who purports to follow God. Favorable weathkowing material
prosperity to follow in its wake, is a sign that e in favor with
Yahweh; whereas droughts, floods, destructive banes, and
earthquakes are signs that we may not be. Whiag isetal issue here?
Moses explains furthefTake heed to yourselves, lest your heart be deceived,
and you turn aside and serve other gods and worship them, lest Yahweh’s anger be
aroused against you, and He shut up the heavens so that there be no rain, and the
land yield no produce, and you perish quickly from the good land which Yahweh is
giving you.” (Deuteronomy 11:16-17) Disastrous weather is psethas a
direct result of “turning aside and serving otheds}”

It is not without significance that “bad weathes&(t in response to
the “serving” of false gods) is a sign of the cogof the last days—
beforeChrist has returned for His ekklesi@ake heed that no one deceives
you. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘l am the Christ,” and will deceive
many. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled;
for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines,
pestilences, and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of
sorrows.” (Matthew 24:4-8) Famines, of course, are causedrtyghts,
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among other things. But notice also the warninguabearthquakes.” The
Greek word isseismoswhich according to scriptural usage includes not
only earthquakes, but also “tempests,” i.e., vibarms (Matthew
8:24)—hurricanes, typhoons, tornadoes, tsunamdsariorth. We can’t
say we haven’t been warned.

(904) Remember how to reestablish fellowship with Yahtal Yahweh will
scatter you among the peoples, and you will be left few in number among the
nations where Yahweh will drive you. And there you will serve gods, the work of
men’s hands, wood and stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor smell. But
from there you will seek Yahweh your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him
with all your heart and with all your soul. When you are in distress and all these
things come upon you, in the latter days when you turn to Yahweh your God and
obey His voice (for Yahweh your God is a merciful God), He will not forsake you nor
destroy you, nor forget the covenant of your fathers which He swore to them.”
(Deuteronomy 4:27-31) | found it distressing thathweh didn’t couch
Israel’'s apostasy in terms of “if,” but of “wherHe flatly said “You're
going to turn your back on Me.” But He also unequaily declared that
they would come back to Him “in the latter days.h&v they (or any of
us, really) find themselves in distress, suffeiimg consequences of
having turned their backs on Yahweh, there are lsingoofound
instructions here for obtaining His mer¢yurn to Yahweh your God and obey
His voice.... Seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul.”

The rabbis, of course, would insist that they néefrHim. But to
hold this opinion is to call Yahweh a liar, for thewsare “scattered
among the peoples.” Theye “few in number.” And even now that
Yahweh has resurrected their political presendber_and, the vast
majority of Israelis living there are either agncsior atheists—theglo
serve “other gods” that have no life. What wiltake to compel Israel to
“seek Yahweh their God with all their heart andI8bDisaster, I'm
afraid—a war worthy of Tolkien’s epic saga of gaghinst evil in
Middle Earth. With their backs to the Wailing WaHrael will witness
Yahweh'’s miraculous defeat of the world’s combihdaslim armies,
determined to once and for all drive them intogba. The story is
recounted in all its gory detail in Ezekiel 38 &8 The bottom line is,
“So the house of Israel shall know that | am Yahweh their God from that day
forward.” (Ezekiel 39:22) Better late than never.

(905) Note that Yahweh has never led you astray in tisé fEery
commandment which | command you today you must be careful to observe, that
you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land of which Yahweh swore
to your fathers. And you shall remember that Yahweh your God led you all the way
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these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you and test you, to know what was

in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.”

(Deuteronomy 8:1-2) Even though the Israelites vimeréonger oppressed
slaves in Egypt, no one would suggest that thdatlesmess wanderings
were a picnic. Besides the material inconvenientes; life during that
time was one continual test. Sometimes they pasgbdlying colors;
other times they failed miserably (just like us). & graduation day
approaches, Moses reminds them that it wasn’t hivo led them all these
years—it was God Himself. Yahweh told them whergdand when to
stop. Yahweh fed them and gave them water to dAnkl. Yahweh gave
them a priesthood and tabernacle that would expiainey would but
open their eyes, how He planned to provide saluatahe whole
world—using them as a vehicle. They had left Egypbntentious,
ignorant rabble. They would enter the Promised Ladedicated,
disciplined army, empowered and enlightened petobgthe One True
God. Moses didn't reserve one iota of credit fanéelf. To the very end,
he simply pleaded with his people to heed the contments of Yahweh.

Moses later continued the therfide is your praise [that is, the One in
whom you can rightfully boastjnd He is your God, who has done for you
these great and awesome things which your eyes have seen. Your fathers went
down to Egypt with seventy persons, and now Yahweh your God has made you as
the stars of heaven in multitude. Therefore you shall love Yahweh your God, and
keep His charge, His statutes, His judgments, and His commandments always.”
(Deuteronomy 10:21-22, 11:1) This is one more testant of the
agreement, the covenant, that existed between Yabwe Israel. Moses’
point here is that Yahweh had, here at the entdeoWilderness
wanderings, followed through on his end of the bar@t every turn. The
Israelites were about to get their first real opyoity to demonstrate their
commitment to keeping up their part, as they pregpéo cross over the
Jordan into the Promised Land (read: “begin liviing day-to-day life of a
believer”). Yahweh doesn’t ask us to love or obem kithout giving us
ample—actuallypverwhelming—reasons for doing so. He demonstrated
His love for us long before He invited us to reoigate.

Observe that trials are there to teach us lesst8wHe humbled you,
allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did
your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread
alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of Yahweh. Your
garments did not wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years. You
should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son, so Yahweh your God
chastens you.” (Deuteronomy 8:3-5) Point number one: a lessomhvaorth
much if it doesn’t make an impact on our lives. ik driver who is
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merely told by the officer who pulls him over, “Bke don’t do that any
more” is far less likely to change his ways thae dhe who loses his
driving privilege for six months. Saul of Tarsusded to be struck blind
for three days before he could hear the call ofwethon his life. Pain
tells us to remove our hand from the hot skilldobewe seriously injure
ourselves. The sad fact is that the most effedtiggons often involve a
little discomfort. At the very least, they shakeous of our complacency.
These lessons are a gift from God, like the manrihe wilderness—
something we desperately need, even if they'renéanuiliar as they are
timely. Yahweh, who loves us, is perfectly willibgmake us
“‘uncomfortable” in the interests of teaching us Weys, for His ways
lead to life, health, and happiness.

| have eleven children, and when necessary aswkey growing up, |
disciplined them. But | never chastised the neigbldads (even if they
obviously needed it). Point number two: God doesrjiend breath
teaching other people’s children—only his own. dbknit seldom feels
like it at the time, but that should be a great faytrto us: when “bad
things” happen to a child of God, we can rest asbthat there’s always
something valuable He intends to teach us throhglexperience—
something he wants us to learn and remember, sorgdtiat will make
us (or those who know us) better people. When aimilad things”
happen to people who do not wish to call Yahwelr tha&ther, these
things are merely the result of living in a falleorld, the natural
consequences of sin, whether their own or somelseé&sel realize it
sounds counterintuitive, not to mention being sovemiently nebulous it
can't be disproved. But remember the conundrunowé:| Yahweh can’t
bribe us with blessings or threaten us with cursimgorder to gain our
love. Only after our love has been freely giveidto do His blessings
and chastisements become effective in guiding athg

Point number three, then, is that the trials thHtito our lives are
there for our benefit. The very first thing Jameste about in his epistle
was,“My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that
the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work,
that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.” (James 1:2-4) Peter too
reminds us that this “testing of our faith” candda all sorts of profitable
results:“Add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to
self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness, love. For if these things are yours and abound,
you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Il Peter 1:5-8)
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Know that when we keep Yahweh’'s commandments,IHeovide for all
of our needs‘Therefore you shall keep the commandments of Yahweh your God,

to walk in His ways and to fear Him. For Yahweh your God is bringing you into a

good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and springs, that flow out of

valleys and hills; a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and

pomegranates, a land of olive oil and honey; a land in which you will eat bread
without scarcity, in which you will lack nothing; a land whose stones are iron and

out of whose hills you can dig copper.” (Deuteronomy 8:6-9) Back in Precept
#903, we were reminded that the rainfall that hadienthe Promised Land
perennially lush and fertile was henceforth to betmgent upon the
Israelites’ obedience to the commandments of Yahwele we see the
same truth presented in slightly different termedGays, in effect,
Because | have prepared this good and productind far you to live in—
a land you didn’t have to work for, develop, or ghiaise—you are to
revere Me and follow my instructiariBhe pattern never changes: Yahweh
first created us, loved us, provided for our needs, set us free from
bondage. In response, we are to acknowledge Hwaiyt and

reciprocate His love. We are never asked to ex@fbiend faith” in God’s
word (and we're specificallgrohibitedfrom blindly following what men
tell us). We are merely invited to open our eyge$tle gave usby the
way), recognize His great goodness toward us, esygbnd accordingly.

In reality, Yahweh is asking for little more thaoagl manners from us. He
has given us the world, and all He wants is a thanknote.

But what do we do? All too often, we see the gaodilbefore us and
assume we’re entitled to it. We credit good lucloor own strength when
we win battles (though we still curse God when vse). We refuse to see
His provision, and instead invent myths honorinlgdicce” and “destiny”
and “valor.” We leverage our meager successesderdo subjugate our
brothers, and then we congratulate ourselves fotgfowing our
dependence on God.” And we wonder why the rainsezdhe trees
whither, and the topsoil blows away. Compare treedption of the
“good land” Yahweh deeded to Israel, described abtavthe barren
wasteland to which they began returning in th® d@ntury. Therein lies
the difference between honoring Yahweh and serotiter gods.”

Observe that the choice between prosperity andndsaiurs to make
“You shall remember Yahweh your God, for it is He who gives you power to get
wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is
this day. Then it shall be, if you by any means forget Yahweh your God, and follow
other gods, and serve them and worship them, | testify against you this day that
you shall surely perish. As the nations which Yahweh destroys before you, so you
shall perish, because you would not be obedient to the voice of Yahweh your God.”
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(Deuteronomy 8:18-20) As if he hadn’t already mhdepoint, Moses
says it againYou are a covenant people. Honor the covenant gowade
with Yahweh and you will be blessed as a resulisé€ve other gods
instead, as the nations around you do, and pefiste destruction he
speaks of is a national phenomenon: Israel’s paligxistence within the
Land depends upon their national observance af to@enant with
Yahweh. Of course, the people to whom Moses waachieg were
intimately familiar with the power and provision thieir God. They'd
lived in its shadow, quite literally, all their Bg. But Moses points out
where they would run afoul of the commandment: theyld forget

Their national memory would be lulled to sleep by background noise
of business as usual in the Land. To the gener#taincrossed the Jordan,
the exodus from Egypt was the stuff of bedtimeisgrto their children,
ancient legend, and their children, misty half-forgotten myth.

“‘Remembering Yahweh” was built into the Law. Thadlois
peppered from one end to the other with deviceatgned small designed
to prevent Israel from forgetting. Wearing thezisjtresting on the
Sabbath, writing God’s Instructions on the doorpadgtyour house,
tithing, observing new moon celebrations, congliegahree times a year
in a central location to bring sacrifices and regobefore Yahweh—all
these things and more were designed to keep Yakvpeinsona constantly
before Israel. In the theocracy of early Israelyauld have been really
hard to forget about Yahweh by accident. You'd hevpurposely ignore
Him, for evidence of His provision was everywheoei yooked.

Never assume the good things in your life are thew@ause you deserve
them “Do not think in your heart, after Yahweh your God has cast them out before
you, saying, ‘Because of my righteousness Yahweh has brought me in to possess
this land’; but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that Yahweh is
driving them out from before you.” (Deuteronomy 9:4) When we find
ourselves blessed by God, there are several logegd to respond, and
they're not all correct. We could say)f coursel’m being blessed. I'm
better than my neighbor, more moral, upright, alidjious. God must be
very happy to have me on His team.” Don’t be to@stlihe Pharisees of
Yahshua’'s day enjoyed the same sort of prospeniydisplayed the same
sort of pride—and God was furious with them foritttg/pocrisy.

We could say, “These good things I'm enjoying aexety the result
of following God’s Law. After all, He said thatlifwalked in His statutes
and kept His commandments, He would give me faather, bountiful
harvests, peace, security, and prosperity. So $ifleds pretty good, |
must be doing everything right.” While it's trueatrkeeping Yahweh'’s
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commandments can be expected to have certain dfatensequences
that benefit us, we should not mistake the progper gain by living
“godly” lives for a relationship with the God whoipted these things out
to us. This was the actual source of the Phariggaeral state of
prosperity—nobody kept the letter of the Law magerously than they
did. Today, we see the same sort of phenomenombius, for example,
are often statistically more prosperous than theighbors. Why?
Because their religion tells them to work hardelotean, and behave
themselves. But the “blessings” they enjoy arespeicially bestowed
upon them by Yahweh. They are, rather, the re$uhatural law.”
They're “blessed” for pretty much the same reasat Amish people
don’t die in high speed car crashes.

Thus we observe that Israel wasn't given the Predhisand because
they had the Torah—and certainly not because tkpyik Their
possession of the Land was based on only one thisgweh chose to
give it to them—centuries before the Canaanitehithats had earned
themselves a one way ticket to oblivion. So Yahwelns them in this
Precept not to start “believing their own pressisinot because they were
especially good, but because the Canaanites weieybparly bad, that the
Land was changing hands. The underlying truth Wwasit Israel became
as bad as the former tenants, they too would beezliiWhat, then, was
the proper response to having been blessed witteps®n of this good
land? They should have said, “Thank you, Fathemwé&dh Though we
have done nothing to deserve this, we will ende&ytecome worthy of
your goodness by observing your statutes, keepng gommandments,
and teaching our children to honor you as wellaBdehelp us!”

Remember what makes God angRemember! Do not forget how you
provoked Yahweh your God to wrath in the wilderness. From the day that you
departed from the land of Egypt until you came to this place, you have been
rebellious against Yahweh. Also in Horeb you provoked Yahweh to wrath, so that
Yahweh was angry enough with you to have destroyed you.” (Deuteronomy 9:7-
8) Learning from experience is a two way streett &idy should we take
notice of our blessings and consider their souraewe should also
remember the “bad things,” those times when wevipked Yahweh our
God to wrath” and lived to tell the tale. If we bé&amind what has
angered God in the past, we’ll naturally be momefth about repeating
those same stupid mistakes in the future. Yahwebtisinreasonable: He
has told us what He wants us to do. God went &t afltrouble to inform
us of His Instructions. Moses report&hen | went up into the mountain to
receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant which Yahweh made with
you, then | stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights. | neither ate bread
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nor drank water. Then Yahweh delivered to me two tablets of stone written with the
finger of God, and on them were all the words which Yahweh had spoken to you on

the mountain from the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly. And it came to
pass, at the end of forty days and forty nights, that Yahweh gave me the two tablets

of stone, the tablets of the covenant.” (Deuteronomy 9:9-11) Can you blame
Him for being angry when we don’t evéwy to keep His commandments?

These lessons are not just for Israel. They'reafgrone who purports
to honor Yahweh—and they apply on a national a$ ageh personal
level. Picture Yahweh as your Father. Although Heyrofferadviceto
the other neighborhood kids, He exercigathority over you—a very
different thing. Because you are His own child,dé¢h blesses and
disciplines you, but he does neither of these thiogother people’s
children (in His role as our Father, that is. H# soon assume a different
role—that of King—and things will change a bit). Mwint is that in a life
(whether individual or national) that professetiémor Yahweh, the
things that happen, whether good or bad, shoulddveed as having been
ordained by God. They may (or may not) be the diresult of our
actions, but they are definitely the result of celationship.

A contemporary example of how this all works wasodicled by
journalist William Koenig in his bookye To Eye—Facing the
Consequences of Dividing Israéle lists scores of instances during the
Clinton and Bush years that linked America’s offilattempts to betray
Israel to the Palestinians to devastating consexseon our own soil,
suffered by our own people—fires, floods, hurricgrternadoes, and
terrorist attacks—all of which happened within 48its of our attempts to
plunder Israel in the name of “peace.” But whatevéahweh'’s clear
instructions on the matter? He had told Abrahdmijl bless those who
bless you, and I will curse him who curses you.” (Genesis 12:3) He revealed
through Isaiah’Then behold, at eventide, trouble! And before the moming, he is
no more. This is the portion of those who plunder us, and the lot of those who rob
us.” (Isaiah 17:14) And finally;lt shall be in that day that | will seek to destroy
all the nations that come against Jerusalem.” (Zechariah 12:9) We Americans
have “provoked Yahweh to wrath.” We have rebellgdiast Him and
plundered His chosen people. Call me politicallivaabut it seems to me
we ought to stop doing what angers God and stangdehat pleases Him.

Know that your actions can affect future generagiamot just yourself
“Observe and obey all these words which | command you, that it may go well with
you and your children after you forever, when you do what is good and right in the
sight of Yahweh your God.” (Deuteronomy 12:28) This is a corollary to
Precept #899. Forget for a moment about “moralitggding the right
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thing” and “following your inner compass.” The massceral, primeval
reason for following Yahweh'’s instructions is thfagou do, “it will go
well with you.” And even if you're so other-worldithat you don’t care
about what happens to yourself (which is reallypgtusince God told us
to love our neighbors as we darselvey, then think about the
consequences that will fall upon your childrenytheo will reap temporal
benefits from your spiritual obedience.

It may come as a shock to some devout believerd:gaoourages us
to obey Him not solely out of pious duty or religgoobligation, but out of
sheer self-interest. Heants itto “go well with us.” The same God who
told us to worship Him alone, rest on the Sabbath dnd refrain from
disrespect, murder, theft, adultery, perjury, andetousness also
commanded us tejoice We must try to understand that everything
Yahweh commanded us to dogisod for us—even the stuff we don’t
quite understand. If there’s no direct and obvibesefit associated with a
precept, then the benefit is indirect and obscuret-tls alwaysthere

| realize that we all have a rebellious streak ke mide. We hate
being told what to do. If | take cold medicineubslenly get this
irresistible urge to go out and operate heavy nmelyi simply because
the instructions have told me not to. If Yahweh'®@nd only
commandment had been, “Thou shalt not hit thy thwitb a ball peen
hammer,” | can practically guarantee that withigeaeration, a cult would
have arisen whose sole purpose would be findinggw@ayget around”
this onerous burden. We’d be smashing our thumbsmwbber mallets or
in door jambs, or going for our pinky fingers, tiastering other people’s
thumbs. We would be engaging in heated theologiebhtes about
whether only the ball peen end of the hammer hesslmeant, but not the
flat side, or whether it might be permissible toack your thumb with the
handle. One group would be advocating outlawingrhans altogether.
Another would conclude that thumbs were so holyas a sin to let them
be seen in public. We’d danythingto “keep the law” while rebelling
against its Author. Who among us would comprehéatihecause the
Lawgiver loved us, He simply wanted to keep us, @ndchildren, free
from pain?

Be careful not to be influenced by what you're tiigdp “When Yahweh your
God cuts off from before you the nations which you go to dispossess, and you
displace them and dwell in their land, take heed to yourself that you are not
ensnared to follow them, after they are destroyed from before you, and that you do
not inquire after their gods, saying, ‘How did these nations serve their gods? | also
will do likewise.’ You shall not worship Yahweh your God in that way; for every
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abomination to Yahweh which He hates they have done to their gods; for they burn
even their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods.” (Deuteronomy 12:29-
31) Yahweh made it relatively easy to distinguishween worshipping
Him and practicing the rites of the Canaanites.rélveas no overlap at all.
The Canaanites had temples, shrines, and worsbyeguall over the
place; Yahweh directed them to formally worshipyctih the place where
He chose to make His name abide.” The worshippeBa@l, Molech,
Chemosh, Dagon, and Asthoreth, etc. bowed befote répresenting
their gods; Yahweh strictly forbade the makingrohges—even of
Himself—for worship. The temples of Canaan’s fajseds were as large
and impressive as their devotees could manageildy Mahweh’s

“house” was a small, gray, nondescript portablecstire surrounded by a
flimsy linen fence—they wouldn’t have a “real” telagor almost half a
millennium. It was as if Yahweh was telling Isra®&fpu don’t need all

the props, the hype, and the impressive infragiractyou’'ve got Me, and
though I'm Spirit, | Amreal—unlike all these pitiful counterfeits you see
being worshipped in the Land.

The lesson of this precept is largely lost on theiCh in today’s
world. All too often, we employ psychology in plagkthe simplicity of
the Gospel; we measure success by counting nose®(se, dollars)
instead of reaching hearts; we use Madison Averarketing techniques
instead of the seeming foolishness of preachingittadashed truth. In
short, we “inquire after the gods of the land,” aag to ourselves, “How
does the world achieve its goals? | will do likesvfsWe have been
warned not to do this.

Neither ignore God nor “put words in His moutH'Whatever | command
you, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away from it.”
(Deuteronomy 12:32) Neither Israel nor the Churaheha very good
track record in their “care” in observing Yahweb@nmandments.
Speaking in broad generalities, the Jewish apprbashraditionally been
to “add to it,” that is, to place a hedge about Gaebrd with layer upon
layer of insulation, explanation, and interpretatieuntil the truth is
buried so deep it can no longer be detected oerdisd.

The classic Christian pitfall, on the other harsdoi “take away from
it,” to remove from our daily experience everything don’t understand
(or don’twant tounderstand) and don’t have the maturity or coutage
honestly explore. That could include anything bed/tive bare-bones
doctrine of our salvation: the “hard sayings” andanvenient
commandments of Christ, the prophetic texts ofQlikeand New
Covenant Scriptures, and the Torabéspeciallythe Torah. Perhaps the
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most blatant example of this approach is the famadeterson Bible,” in
which our third President unabashedly edited Yabsvetriptures down

to forty-six pages of platitudes with which he vpmepared to agree,
leaving nothing miraculous, nothing divine. Explamhis project in a
letter to John Adams in 1813, Jefferson wrote, ‘lest reduce our
volume to the simple evangelists, select, even fifzam, the very words
only of Jesus, paring off the amphibologisms [ambigs declarations]
into which they have been led, by forgetting oftennot understanding,
what had fallen from him, by giving their own mis@eptions as his dicta,
and expressing unintelligibly for others what they not understood
themselves. There will be found remaining the nsoslime and
benevolent code of morals which has ever beenemffey man. | have
performed this operation for my own use, by cuttregse by verse out of
the printed book, and arranging the matter whictvidently his, and
which is as easily distinguishable as diamondsdargghill.” | don’t

know, Tom. Unlike you, | haven't exactly found tbther 1,271 pages of
God’s Word a “dunghill.” By taking away from thel¢ Yahweh's
commandmenmot to“take away from it,” Jefferson (and so many others
have merely demonstrated their own arrogance aratagce.

But I'm preaching to the choir, am | not? By nowuysurely know that
the Torah is absolutely consistent with the New &@nt texts (including
both TJ’s “diamonds” and his “dunghill’), and if you’'vead my previous
work, Future History you know that the New and Old Testament
prophetic passages are in perfect sync as welbufhave the chronology
straight. It is not without significance that thioE closes (almost) with a
virtual restatement of this precept’s principlasttime enumerating the
dire consequences for refusing to comfFgr | testify to everyone who hears
the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will
add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book
of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book. He
who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely | am coming quickly.”” (Revelation
22:18-20) If you find yourself purposely obfuscatior denying God’s
truth, there is still time to repent—but not much.

Don't be afraid of Yahweh’s adversariél you should say in your heart,
‘These nations are greater than I; how can | dispossess them?’—you shall not be
afraid of them, but you shall remember well what Yahweh your God did to Pharaoh
and to all Egypt: the great trials which your eyes saw, the signs and the wonders,
the mighty hand and the outstretched arm, by which Yahweh your God brought you
out. So shall Yahweh your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid.
Moreover Yahweh your God will send the hornet among them until those who are
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left, who hide themselves from you, are destroyed.” (Deuteronomy 7:17-20)
The Israelites may have been surrounded by Godmes, but they are
not alone in this respect. In these Last DaysCiéed-Out of Christ too
find themselves surrounded like Butch Cassidy aed3undance Kid by
hostile and aggressive foes. But as with Israedstoourselves, “How can
| dispossess them?” is to ask the wrong questiorré@ming Yahweh'’s
antagonists is not our job. He will take care paitd what's more, He has
already told us how He will do it. No, our taskaspreach the
“foolishness” of the Good News to the world, feeghghua’s “sheep,”
love our God, and love each other as we do ourselve

But what about the enemies that beset us, depittitiy as lies and
presenting lies as established fact, declaring Yihtdead” (or worse,
redefining Him as being the same as somebody dislsts deity),
ridiculing our scriptures and faith, and threatgnaur rights, freedoms,
and even (gasp!) our standard of living? Yahweh&tructions are quite
clear:“You shall not be afraid of them, but you shall remember well what Yahweh
your God did to Pharaoh.” As bad as things are (or promise to get), Christian
today will likely never face a situation bleakeathwhat Israel labored
under just prior to the exodus—slavery, despai, the hopelessness of
having forgotten the promises of God. The Churatienovert
persecution—the “Smyrna” of Revelation 2:8-11—thowsgll suffering
here and there in our world, is no longbaracteristicof our age,
although they were given virtually the same comnnagiak our current
Precept offers Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.”
(Revelation 2:10) The Church that defines our aurstate is that of
Philadelphia, who were toldSee, | have set before you and open door, and no
one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not
denied My name.” (Revelation 3:8) Here the risen Christ is inforgius as
to whywe need not be afraid, and the answer is the sarnits always
been: Yahweh is fighting our battles for us. Thistfmay not be quite as
blatantly obvious as it was when Yahweh broughtr&tiato his knees (if
not his senses), but the days of the “mighty hartlautstretched arm” of
Yahweh are about to visibly return. In the meantime arecommanded
not to be afraid of God’'s enemies.

(915) Endeavor to be the tool in Yahweh'’s hatYdhweh your God will drive out
those nations before you little by little; you will be unable to destroy them at once,
lest the beasts of the field become too numerous for you. But Yahweh your God will
deliver them over to you, and will inflict defeat upon them until they are destroyed.
And He will deliver their kings into your hand, and you will destroy their name from
under heaven; no one shall be able to stand against you until you have destroyed
them.” (Deuteronomy 7:22-24) The days of military conqueshe name
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of Yahweh were confined to a finite list of natibadversaries (see
Mitzvot #352, #353, #601, #602, and #918) a lontetago. But that
doesn’t mean the lessons inherent in God’s instmstfor the conquest of
Canaan have been abrogated. The principle is/atil: Yahweh often
chooses to fulfill His purposes through the agemityen. The reason, of
course, is that Hidirect action would leave little or no room for free will
in our response—we would be obligated to adore Heading to the
conundrum of which we spoke earlier: love compeitedot love at all.
Interestingly, Yahweh’s human agents needn’t exenflihe “believing”
variety. The rod of God’s correction is often seeelded by pagan
monarchs like Nebuchadnezzar, whom Yahweh calleg Sktvant” in
Jeremiah 25:9. And consider this: Adolph Hitler didre to give the Jews
their own homeland and state than any other mamoibern history.

That being said, | believe the highest honor toclla believer can
aspire in this life is to be a tool in the handvahweh. As Uncle
Mordecai reminded Esthéflf you remain completely silent at this time, relief
and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your
father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom
for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:14) In other words, if we don’t fulfiie
destiny Yahweh has prepared for us, He will sinfyggtow our privileges
of service onto someone more willing. As Mordeaainged out, the
power needed to achieve God'’s goals remains irhéiisls anyway. We
merely have to be willing to walk in that strengtknow it seems
counterintuitive, but if we’re willing to pick upisl shovel, He’ll hand us
the keys to His back hoe. Even with all that poasailable to us,
however, Yahweh cautions us that He won’'t achieveenthan we're
willing to attempt. He wants us to walgetherthrough this world, side
by side. We are neither to lag behind nor race dbé&lim. Of course,
Yahweh could, if He chose to do so, accomplisiofaHiis goals in the
blink of an eye. But like any doting Father teaghitis children, He
condescends to our inadequacies: the “result” Fely after is
fellowship with us. So in this life, the work we doYahweh’s power will
get done at man’s pace, not God’s. If we’ll offerdrain the swamp for
Him, He won't let us find ourselves up to our agpons in alligators.

Show your reverence for Yahweh through your lolkedience, and
service “And now, Israel, what does Yahweh your God require of you, but to fear
Yahweh your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve Yahweh your God
with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments of
Yahweh and His statutes which | command you today for your good? Indeed
heaven and the highest heavens belong to Yahweh your God, also the earth with all
thatis in it. Yahweh delighted only in your fathers, to love them; and He chose their
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descendants after them, you above all peoples, as it is this day. Therefore
circumcise the foreskin of your heart, and be stiff-necked no longer.”
(Deuteronomy 10:12-16) Lest there should be anyusion on the
matter, Moses here flatly states that all thesegthive’ve been talking
about: reverence for God, righteousness, lovejcerand obedience are
not merely suggestions or recommendations—theggeirements! He
reminds them that Yahweh'’s love for, and delightlieir forefathers,
beginning with Abraham, resulted in His choosingés, out of every
nation on earth, to be His covenant people. That ¢faem astounding
privileges, but also serious responsibilities. Theye, in short, to be the
people through whom Yahweh'’s promise to Abrahamld/be keptIn
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:3)

With the benefit of 20/20 hindsight, we can seetothat that promise
was fulfilled in the advent and sacrifice of Yahahtbe Messiah—though
many Jews, still characterized by an “uncircumcisatitude and “stiff
neck,” refuse to believe it. But if, as | have b&®sisting, the Torah looks
forward to Christ in every symbol, rite, and precdipen “revering
Yahweh, walking in His ways, loving, serving, artieging Him” are all
tantamount to embracing Yahshua as the promisediktesThese
requirements cannot be met by half-heartedly anmkrfectly following a
contrived list of 613 regulations cherry-pickedrfréhe Torah—half of
them altered beyond recognition by self-servingigab

Since these things are “required” specificallyssbkl, does that mean
mankind in general is held to a lower standard?rially. The prophet
Micah explains what God wants from the rest of“Hs:has shown you, 0
man, what is good; and what does Yahweh require of you, but to do justly, to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah 6:8) In intuitively
practical, albeit less specific, terms than thasergabove, this “list” boils
down to the same thing. The key, of course, is kingl humbly with our
God.” If we are walkingvith Him (not against, in front of, or behind Him)
in humility (i.e., realistically assessing our tedaship, not arrogantly
replacing His truth with our own concepts), thestice, mercy, and all the
rest will naturally tend to fall in line.

Appreciate the unique nature of the Promised Lé&Tterefore you shall

keep every commandment which | command you today, that you may be strong,

and go in and possess the land which you cross over to possess, and that you may
prolong your days in the land which Yahweh swore to give your fathers, to them and
their descendants, ‘a land flowing with milk and honey.” (Deuteronomy 11:8-9)
This is but one of many places in the Torah whieegpiossession of the
Land is seen as being contingent upon keeping Yhalsveemmandments.
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Note that Moses didn’t say “some of them” bavérycommandment”
God has made. Now that we have seen most of thesregadily apparent
that quite a few of these precepts—especially tiegtly symbolic ones,
those having to do with Yahweh’s seven annual coations, the
tabernacle, sacrifices, or the priesthood—cauily be kept in the Land. It
was, in factjllegal to “keep” them in any location other than “where
Yahweh your God chooses to make His hame abideY&dboveh was
actually telling Israel, “If yowon’t worship Me, I'll arrange it so that you
can’t worship Me.” Seems to me, that lesson still ajgpli¢o all of us.

It's helpful to remember that at the time of the@dus, the climate of
the Land of Promise was very different from whas today.“For the land
which you go to possess is not like the land of Egypt from which you have come,
where you sowed your seed and watered it by foot, as a vegetable garden; but the
land which you cross over to possess is a land of hills and valleys, which drinks
water from the rain of heaven, a land for which Yahweh your God cares; the eyes of
Yahweh your God are always on it, from the beginning of the year to the very end of
theyear.” (Deuteronomy 11:10-12) Even this is symbolic ohWah'’s
redemption. The land they had left, while prospsremough, required lots
of labor, in addition to the provision of God’s dietable seasonal weather
and the annual flooding of the Nile. Yes, withgation and manpower,
you could coax a decent living from Egyptian saild they did just that
for millennia. But Canaan was different. At thairgon history, the
prevailing west winds constantly blew moisture frira Mediterranean
over the Land. (They still would, if Yahweh wasst displeased with the
sons of Abraham who live there.) The clouds wouilel pp against the
hills, precipitating their precious cargo over tiwestal plain—much like
the weather pattern we normally see in Washingtate&nd Oregon.
Behind this range lies the Jordan Valley—all of evhis hundreds of feet
below sea level—and beyond that, desert.

If “Egypt” represents living in the world, and “thend” symbolizes
walking through life as Yahweh’s children, then thenatic differences
between the two places illustrate the dichotomwbken our old life and
our new one. We have moved from being dependentioonwn never-
ending labor to being reliant upon Yahweh'’s pramisi-not just for our
daily bread, but for our very spiritual existenb@n’t lose sight of what
introduced us to this concept. Our possessioneoflthnd” (the blessed
life of a believer) is contingent upon our obseiwabf Yahweh's
commandments—which, as I've noted 'til I'm bluetire face, all point
unequivocally to our grace and cleansing providgd &hweh through the
life and sacrifice of His Messiah, Yahshua of Na#ar The bottom line:
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believeGod, and it will be counted unto you as righte@ssn (Gee, that
sounds sort of familiar, doesn't it?)

Expect victory if you love Yahweh and obey Hifiyou carefully keep all
these commandments which | command you to do—to love Yahweh your God, to
walk in all His ways, and to hold fast to Him—then Yahweh will drive out all these
nations from before you, and you will dispossess greater and mightier nations than
yourselves. Every place on which the sole of your foot treads shall be yours: from
the wilderness and Lebanon, from the river, the River Euphrates, even to

the Western Sea, shall be your territory. No man shall be able to stand against you;
Yahweh your God will put the dread of you and the fear of you upon all the land
where you tread, just as He has said to you.” (Deuteronomy 11:22-25) We've
already identified who these “great and mighty’ioras were. To reprise
the list,“When Yahweh your God brings you into the land which you go to possess,
and has cast out many nations before you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the
Amorites and the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites,
seven nations greater and mightier than you, and when Yahweh your God

delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly destroy them.”
(Deuteronomy 7:1-2) What we haven’'t done (yetpifigure out what
they represent from a symbolic point of view. Thasethings we will
encountein the Land—that is, as we endeavor to walk in Yahweh'’s
grace. He promises to “drive them out from befa¢ but only if we’ll
“walk in all His ways and hold fast to Him.” So, wiare these bad boys?

(1) The Hittites are the sons of Heth, a Canadnlie. “Heth” means
“terror,” so Yahweh is saying we need not be afraid

(2) The Girgashites are also descendants of Caith@mame means
“dwelling on a clayey soil.” | can relate to thiwjng in Central Virginia.
“Clayey” soil is nutrient-poor, unproductive, andrt as a rock, like the
“stony places” in the parable of the sower in Meittl3:5-6. Where the
seed couldn’t grow deep roots, it withered and dhweh, then, is
telling us we can be productive and fruitful.

(3) The Amorites’ name is derived from the varbar, meaning “to
say, speak, command, boast, or avow.” | believewédhis saying we can
“dispossess” empty speech, that is, we will be &bliscern fact from
fiction, truth from lies, even as those around ngskeeing deceived.

(4) The Canaanites were descended from the somuwif\who was
cursed by Noah in Genesis 9:20-25. The name iseatkfrom the
primitive verbkana meaning “to be humbled, subdued, or made low.”
Yahweh is telling us that His enemies will neveceed in bringing us
down. We are reminded of Peter’s declaration tretstiua was “the
Messiah, the Son of the Living God,” upon whictthr¥ahshua promised
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to build his called-out assembly, against whom ‘t§ates of Hell would
not prevail.” (See Matthew 16:18.)

(5) The Perizzites’ name is derived frgraraziy, meaning one who
dwells in a village, hamlet, rural setting, or ietopen country—that is,
one who lives unprotected by a city wall. God wuiiver leave us
unprotected.

(6) The Hivites at first seem to mean somethinglamto the
Perizzites. It means “villagers,” from a wodhavvah meaning “a village,
town or tent-village.” But notice that Chavvah (bge& and pronounced
the same way) is also the name of the person walysall “Eve,” as in
Adam’s wife, the one who was first deceived by 8a€ould it be that
Yahweh was telling us that we will no longer beealeed into sin if we
will keep His commandments? Sounds good to me.

(7) The Jebusites were another Canaanite tribegddan Jebus, from
a verb pbug meaning to tread down, trample, reject, or dedeciyahweh
is once again reminding us that no one will treagl¢tildren underfoot if
they'll keep His precepts.

BLESSING AND CURSING

Choose between the blessing and the cdBshold, | set before you today a
blessing and a curse: the blessing, if you obey the commandments of Yahweh your
God which | command you today; and the curse, if you do not obey the
commandments of Yahweh your God, but turn aside from the way which |
command you today, to go after other gods which you have not known.”
(Deuteronomy 11:26-28) Choice is the exercise efphivileged. In my
neighborhood, we can choose between twenty brancisffee, thirty-five
kinds of breakfast cereal, and about eighty difiekarieties of cheese.
Paper or plastic. Regular or high-test. WindowMac. Some places in
the world, the choice is between scrounging thrahghcity dump and
going hungry. But seldom is the choice this cladr this blatantly
obvious as to which option we should choose. Lsts, live or die,
blessing or curse? Gee, that’'s a tough one.

Here’s the tricky part in today’s world. The pureey of modern
Babylon—in the guise of politics, commerce, anagreh, often offer
choices that aren’t really choices at #ould you like the red curse, or
the blue curse? It's your choic®nly Yahweh offers us a real choice:
obey His commandments and live in blessing, orliigdhem and bring
the curse of estrangement from Him to your doordRemember, He
doesn’t have to go out of His way to “punish” us lioeaking His laws.
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The punishment is built in. If you “break the Lawaf’gravity by stepping
off of the roof of a forty story building, don’'téne God for “punishing
you” with the sidewalk at the end of your journéynd don’t forget that
there may be a gap between the sin and its conseegidt does no good
to say “So far, so good” as you fly past the twethtifloor on your way
down.

Assign physical reminders of the choice God offésw it shall be, when
Yahweh your God has brought you into the land which you go to possess, that you
shall put the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. Are they not
on the other side of the Jordan, toward the setting sun, in the land of the

Canaanites who dwell in the plain opposite Gilgal, beside the terebinth trees of
Moreh? For you will cross over the Jordan and go in to possess the land which
Yahweh your God is giving you, and you will possess it and dwell in it. And you shall
be careful to observe all the statutes and judgments which | set before you today.”
(Deuteronomy 11:29-32) How this was to be done wda recorded in
Deuteronomy 27, which we’ll get to shortly. For ngust notice that God
assigned physical objects—two entire mountains—dtecfuate His
instructions, or more precisely, the choice to lz@enbetween heeding
them or not. His Law wasn’t merely to be a menkareise—a series of
esoteric rhetorical points to be discussed, debatatified, and then
relegated to musty theological tomes by learnedlach in ivory towers.
Rather, the Torah was to live and breathe in tipeeence and walk of
every Israelite—as obvious and as hard to ignoerasuntain. That was
the point, of course, of usirtiggo mountains to make His point: one had to
choose between them—you couldn’t stand upon badieagsame time.

Publicly display the words of the LatMow Moses, with the elders of Israel,
commanded the people, saying: “Keep all the commandments which | command
you today. And it shall be, on the day when you cross over the Jordan to the land
which Yahweh your God is giving you, that you shall set up for yourselves large
stones, and whitewash them with lime. You shall write on them all the words of this
law, when you have crossed over, that you may enter the land which Yahweh your
God is giving you, ‘a land flowing with milk and honey,’ just as Yahweh, God of your
fathers, promised you.” (Deuteronomy 27:1-3) Joshua ended up splitting
Moses’ instructions into a two part process, beedhs Israelites’
crossing point over the Jordan was almost thirtgsnirom Mount Ebal—
a long way to carry a pile of heavy unhewn bouldEnst, he built an
altar of large stones taken from the riverbed (Uagh8-9) , setting them
up in nearby Gilgal (4:20). Later, after the congjgeof Jericho and Ai, the
Israelites traveled north and gathered at Shecheifiage nestled
between Mount Gerizim and Mount Ebal, to complatetask.
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“Therefore it shall be, when you have crossed over the Jordan, that on Mount
Ebal you shall set up these stones, which | command you today, and you shall
whitewash them with lime. And there you shall build an altar to Yahweh your God,
an altar of stones; you shall not use an iron tool on them. You shall build with
whole stones the altar of Yahweh your God, and offer burnt offerings on it to
Yahweh your God. You shall offer peace offerings, and shall eat there, and rejoice
before Yahweh your God. And you shall write very plainly on the stones all the
words of this law.” (Deuteronomy 27:4-8) So we read thashua built an
altar to Yahweh, God of Israel, in Mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of Yahweh had
commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in the Book of the Law of Moses:
‘an altar of whole stones over which no man has wielded an iron tool.” And they
offered on it burnt offerings to Yahweh, and sacrificed peace offerings.” This was
perfectly permissible, because the Tabernacle lamdrk of the Covenant
were there“And there, in the presence of the children of Israel, he wrote on the
stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he had written.” (Joshua 8:30-32)

If you want to bring militant atheists and thewlgers crawling out of
the woodwork in America today, all you have to d@ost a copy of the
Ten Commandments in a public place. Even if we nattempted to keep
this microcosm of the Torah, from our very begimsinve recognized the
source of whatever justice is latent in our legatem: God’s word. But in
our zeal to separate manmade religion from ouripyalicy (in itself a
noble and worthy goal) we have declared war ororeadeclaring
persona non gratéhe very God whose words these religions haveddis
So today, without Yahweh’s definition of right amtlong to guide us, our
civilization has begun to degenerate. Our natioioatrines are now (1)
“might makes right,” (2) the golden rule (i.e., “lno has the gold gets to
make the rules”), (3) “your government knows begt)“share the
wealth” (a.k.a. “rob from the productive and gite ooty to everybody
else”), (5) “protect the rights of criminals,” af@) “all men are created
equal—and some are more equal than others.” Besaibave purposely
neglected to build upon the foundation of judie@atl moral sanity that
Yahweh gave us, we now find ourselves a nationisgninto the
guicksand of chaos and despair, easy prey to Gisists and false hope.
Separating church and state may be a good thipgragngGod and state
is suicide.

Be careful and attentive with God’s Wof@hen Moses and the priests, the
Levites, spoke to all Israel, saying, “Take heed and listen, O Israel: This day you

have become the people of Yahweh your God. Therefore you shall obey the voice of
Yahweh your God, and observe His commandments and His statutes which |
command you today.” (Deuteronomy 27:9-10) Although their parents had
(see Exodus 19:8) affirmed their determinationolofv Yahweh'’s
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precepts (and then proceeded to rebel against keny ehance they got)
this new generation of Israelites, many of whomentssrn during the
wilderness wanderings, had never—until now—hadbfty@ortunity to
formally voice their own opinion on the matter. Msgeports what they
decidedToday you have proclaimed Yahweh to be your God, and that you will
walk in His ways and keep His statutes, His commandments, and His judgments,
and that you will obey His voice. Also today Yahweh has proclaimed you to be His
special people, just as He promised you, that you should keep all His
commandments, and that He will set you high above all nations which He has
made, in praise, in name, and in honor, and that you may be a holy people to
Yahweh your God, just as He has spoken.” (Deuteronomy 26:17-19) My point
is that we can only choose or reject Yahweh foselwes; weeannotdo
so on behalf of other people, even our own childhethe end, everyone
has to choose their own master; every individuastnsalect whom—if
anyone—they will trust with their eternal destiny.

Having voiced their choice, they are reminded—¥fa timpteenth
time—that their commitment entails obedience. Nb# it doesn’t
actually demangerfection for the Torah is peppered with provisions for
dealing with sin: sacrifices, washings, and pnesttercession. It is a
given that they will, being human, fall short oétimark. Obedience to
Yahweh's precepts therefore includes a willingrtessvail oneself of His
provision for reconciliation—it doesn’t presuppdblat we won't need it.
That provision for reconciliation, of course, iggenified in Yahshua the
Messiah: the very “voice of Yahweh our God.”

Know that behavior has consequences, for good.d®id Moses
commanded the people on the same day, saying, ‘These shall stand on Mount
Gerizim to bless the people, when you have crossed over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi,
Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin; and these shall stand on Mount Ebal to
curse: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.”” (Deuteronomy 27:11-
13) These two “mountains” (actually just rocky siltising less than 1000
feet above the surrounding plain) are quite similaa lot of ways, making
them the ideal metaphor for “choosing one thingherother.” As if to
punctuate this fact, Ebal, the “mount of cursinghfse name means
“bare” or “bald”), is sparse on vegetation, whiler@im, the “mount of
blessing,” is covered with trees.

Like a card stunt at a football game, the idea nerg to involve the
whole audience in “acting out” or “performing” th@ommitment to
following Yahweh's instructions. Six tribes weredtand on the northern
hill, Ebal, facing south, to confirm the curses ot following God’s
Law, and the other six were to station themselve&erizim, facing

935



north, to affirm the blessings that would resubinfrcompliance with
Yahweh'’s statutes. The Levites were to stand imildsle, like
cheerleaders, reading the precepts, to which tbeace was to respond
by saying “Amen” (pronounced aw-Mane), which medndy,” or “so be
it.” It's from the verb’aman, meaning to support, confirm, be faithful, be
established, to verify, to be certain, or to bediav.

The spatial orientation of this piece of “performarart” may be
significant. Although Yahweh is omnipresent, thats# divine power
was culturally conceived to be in the north. Thiesread of Satan’s
ambition:“For you have said in your heart: ‘1 will ascend into heaven; | will exalt
my throne above the stars of God; | will also sit on the mount of the congregation
on the farthest sides of the north.” (Isaiah 14:13) Gerizim’s six “blessing”
tribes would be facing north; in other words, tlaeg pictured as being in
communication and communion with the authority ahweh. Mount
Ebal’s six “cursing” tribes, meanwhile, are depittes having their backs
turned upon God.

There are twelve each of cursings and blessintggilighe cursings
are listed as individual infraction$ind the Levites shall speak with a loud
voice and say to all the men of Israel... Cursed is the one who dotgs.” The
list is by no means comprehensive. It leans heaeward the “practical”
end of the scale—things that, for the most pafindeloving one’s
neighbor as oneself” or would otherwise tend tallsaciety together if
the admonitions were heeded. Note also that thethissses secretive,
covert sins—things done underhandedly or in private

(1) Idolatry—as in the Second Commandmé&hirsed is the one who
makes a carved or molded image, an abomination to Yahweh, the work of the
hands of the craftsman, and sets it up in secret.” And all the people shall answer
and say, ‘Amen!’” (Deuteronomy 27:14-15)

(2) Disrespect of parents—as in the Fifth Commandnif&ursed is
the one who treats his father or his mother with contempt.” And all the people shall
say, ‘Amen!”” (Deuteronomy 27:16)

(3) Land fraud, included in the Eighth Commandm&gtirsed is the
one who moves his neighbor's landmark.” And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!””
(Deuteronomy 27:17)

(4) Leading the innocent and helpless astt®yrsed is the one who
makes the blind to wander off the road.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’”
(Deuteronomy 27:18)

(5) Injustice and an unmerciful spirit toward thedgless, included
within the Ninth Commandmerntit:Cursed is the one who perverts the justice
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due the stranger, the fatherless, and widow.’” And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!””
(Deuteronomy 27:19)

(6-9) Sexual sins, represented by the Seventh Cormhmant:
“‘Cursed is the one who lies with his father's wife, because he has uncovered his
father’s bed.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who lies with
any kind of animal.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who
lies with his sister, the daughter of his father or the daughter of his mother.” And all
the people shall say, ‘Amen!’ ‘Cursed is the one who lies with his mother-in-law.’
And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’” (Deuteronomy 27:20-23)

(10) Any manifestation of hatretfCursed is the one who attacks his
neighbor secretly.” And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!’” (Deuteronomy 27:24)

(11) Perversion of justicé:Cursed is the one who takes a bribe to slay an
innocent person.’ And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!”” (Deuteronomy 27:25)

(12) Rebellion against God'’s revealed wilCursed is the one who does
not confirm all the words of this law.” And all the people shall say, ‘Amen!””
(Deuteronomy 27:26)

The blessings, on the other hand, are not linkeddiwidual good
deeds, but are rather a listing of different waghweh would bless Israel
if they observed the blanket admonition to “keep ddynmandments.”
“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of Yahweh your God, to
observe carefully all His commandments which | command you today, that Yahweh
your God will....” He would give them twelve kinds of blessing:

(1) Political ascendancy over other naticf$st you high above all
nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake
you, because you obey the voice of Yahweh your God....”

(2) Security throughout the LantBlessed shall you be in the city, and
blessed shall you be in the country....”

(3) A population boom, both of people and livestd@tessed shall be
the fruit of your body, the produce of your ground and the increase of your herds,
the increase of your cattle and the offspring of your flocks....”

(4) A plentiful food supplyBlessed shall be your basket and your
kneading bowl....”

(5) Triumph over circumstance®lessed shall you be when you come in,
and blessed shall you be when you go out....”

(6) Military victory: “Yahweh will cause your enemies who rise against you
to be defeated before your face; they shall come out against you one way and flee
before you seven ways....”
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(7) Fertile soil:“Yahweh will command the blessing on you in your
storehouses and in all to which you set your hand, and He will bless you in the land
which Yahweh your God is giving you....”

(8) A reputation as God’s chosen ratéahweh will establish you as a
holy people to Himself, just as He has sworn to you, if you keep the
commandments of Yahweh your God and walk in His ways. Then all peoples of the
earth shall see that you are called by the name of Yahweh, and they shall be afraid
of you....”

(9) Material wealth and prosperit{And Yahweh will grant you plenty of
goods, in the fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce
of your ground, in the land of which Yahweh swore to your fathers to give you....”

(10) Good weathetYahweh will open to you His good treasure, the
heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season, and to bless all the work of your
hand....”

(11) An overabundance of riché¥ou shall lend to many nations, but you
shall not borrow....”

(12) A position of leadershifAnd Yahweh will make you the head and not
the tail; you shall be above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the
commandments of Yahweh your God, which | command you today, and are careful
to observe them. So you shall not turn aside from any of the words which |
command you this day, to the right or the left, to go after other gods to serve
them.” (Deuteronomy 28:1-14)

Is the Torah optional? Sure it is. We have theaoptif heeding it and
reaping its inevitable rewards, or ignoring it adfering the curses that
follow disobedience like a shadow on a sunny day.
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